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COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: | will call to
order this neeting of the Hennepin County Regi onal
Rai | road Authorities hearing for -- This is a formal
public hearing, and all proceedings are going to be
transcribed. W are gathered here | ess than a nonth
away fromthe opening of the Northstar Corridor, which
w || be open for business on Novenber the 16th. W are
neeting a little bit nore than five years after the
openi ng date of H awat ha, which has been, by all
accounts, an enornous success, far exceeding the
projected ridership, and the custoner acceptance has
been very, very enthusiastic. So our main purpose
today is to receive public comment about the Sout hwest
Light Rail project. As a general rule, we are not
going to be responding to your comments at this
hearing, but, rather, we will take your comments under
consideration. They wll be transcribed, and your --
and we're going to take them under consideration as
deci sions are nade about this project as it noves
f orward.

Just a bit of background before we begin, the
proj ect has been under study since 2002. There have
been enunerabl e techni cal anal yses and revi ew by
techni cal and policy staff fromour project partners,

as well as fromthe state and the federal |evels.
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These things are conplicated. There are |lots of people
who are involved. W are at a point where information
on cost ridership, potential environnental inpacts and
the Iike, we believe that that information is
sufficient to make a determi nation on what the best
route would be for Southwest, so that we can proceed
then with the design.

The hall mark of the work of this project has
been strong, sustained and conprehensive public
I nvol venent. We've held nore than 25 open houses, five
public hearings, nade presentations at a hundred
nei ghbor hood and busi ness groups and have strived to
informthe public with our Web site, newsletters and
outreach materials. W consider public involvenent to
be essential to support good decisions as this project
noves forward. This hearing is a part of our effort to
I nvol ve the public and to nmake sure that we hear and
under stand public concerns and viewpoints. Specific to
the proposed preferred alternative for the Sout hwest
LRT project on October the 14th, the Sout hwest Policy
Advi sory Conmttee, the PAC, voted to recommend t hat
the LRT 3A option Opus/ Gol den Triangl e/ Keni |l worth
alternative be selected as the locally preferred
alternative for the Southwest LRT |[ine. The 3A was

recomended by the PAC because it is the alternative
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that, in its judgnent, best neets the purpose and needs
of the project as expressed by the goals of inproving
mobi lity, providing a cost-effective and efficient
travel option and preserving the environnment, while
protecting the quality of |ife and supporting econonic
devel opnent. The Sout hwest PAC reconmendati on has been
forwarded to the Hennepin County Regional Railroad

Aut hority, and we are having this hearing today so that
we can hear fromthe public prior to nmaking a
recommendation on the locally preferred alternative,
which will then be forwarded to the Metropolitan
Council for a final decision here within the Twin
Cities region.

As we go into the hearing, and I'mgoing to
turn to Comm ssioner Dorfman for comments before we
begi n, those --

COWM SSI ONER DORFMAN:  Ch, you are.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  -- those who
w sh to speak toni ght have signed up. W're going to
call on those individuals first according to the Ii st
that we have here available. And is there a |ist
avai | abl e?

CLERK: | don't have --

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Is there a |ist?
kay, we have a list. M. Walker will get that.
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I f you have not signed up but wi sh to speak,
pl ease find one of our staff people. Katie Walker is
there or others, and you can get yourself on the |i st
I f you wish to speak here today.

Finally, in order to nake sure we hear from
everyone, we're going to limt comments to three
mnutes. That's been -- that's our usual procedure.
We've got a tiner on the podium green, yellow, red;
you get the picture. G ahead with green. At two and
a half mnutes you're going to see yell ow, which neans
not sl ow down but speed up, and try to be done at the
three-m nute point, at which the red Iight cones on.
There is no trapdoor, but we will try to enforce the
three-mnute limt so that everybody has an equal
opportunity to speak today.

When you cone to the mc, please state your
nanme and address and then offer your conments, SO --
And wth respect to provide respectful hearing of all
speakers, we woul d ask the audi ence nenbers from-- to
refrain fromconmmenting or applause. W want everyone
here to feel free to nake their coments as they see
fit so that -- and to do so in an open environnent
where everyone is treated fairly and equally.

Il will turn the podium over to Conmmi ssioner

Dor f man, who has provi ded | eadership on this project
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since that first day in 2002 and has -- has provided
| eadership in bringing us to this nonent that we have
here today. So Conm ssioner Dorf man.

COW SSI ONER DORFMAN:  Thank you,

M. Chair. | just want to thank everybody for com ng.
| would note that Conm ssioner Callison first has --
first as a city councilman --

MS. CALLI SON:  Correct.

COWM SSI ONER DORFMAN:  -- has served on
the PAC for a long tine and then has continued as
county conmm ssioner and, you know, this is basically in
sonme ways a continuation of the public hearing we had
I n Hopkins, which was al so sponsored by the Rai
Aut hority, and we heard from nmany, nany people there
and it was very helpful, and so this is really our
opportunity to hear fromyou. And then our planis to
take up the policy, both the Technical Advisory
Commttee and the Policy Advisory Committee
recomendati ons, before the Rail Authority on
Novenber 3rd. So thank you all for com ng.

COWM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLIN:  Ms. Callison, do
you W sh to add anyt hi ng?

M5. CALLI SON:  No. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Anyone el se?

(No response)
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COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Al right. Then
we'll proceed with the |Iist of people who have signed
up ahead of tinme. First is Kent Warden representing
BOVA.

MR. WARDEN: Thank you, M. Chair.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Wel cone.

MR. WARDEN: Thank you. M nane is Kent
Warden. | represent Greater M nneapolis BOVA, Buil ding
Owners and Managers Associ ation, representing
commerci al property in downtown M nneapolis and
t hroughout the I ength of the Sout hwest Corridor. W're
here today to speak very decidedly in favor of the
route option 3A. | have been follow ng this process
very closely; a nunber of advantages to that, a nunber
of di sadvantages to anything that would bring it down
Ni coll et and either go on the Nicollet Mill or,
alternatively, on 11th and 12th Street. | have
submtted a witten statenent to that effect detailing
all of the rationale further, but | just wanted to
restate that for enphasis today. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  All right.

Thank you very nmuch. Any questions?
(No response)
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you.

Next, Russ Adans. M. Adans, wel cone.
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MR. ADAMS: Thank you, M. Chair, nenbers
of the comm ssion. | do have copies of ny speech if
that's easier for the note taker, and I'lIl |eave those
on this table.

My nane is Russ Adans. |'mthe director of
the Alliance for Metropolitan Stability. It's a
coalition of 25 organizations that work on
envi ronnental , econom c and social justice issues in
our region's growth and devel opnent patterns. The
alliance is coconvening a table of transit, housing and
nei ghbor hood and faith-based groups interested in
regi onal transitways. A nunber of our partners at that
tabl e have actually conme out in support of the 3A
Keni lworth Corridor alignnment. These partners'
organi zations include -- and you'll be hearing from
sone of themtonight -- the Harrison Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, |SAIAH, M CAH, and Transit For Livable
Communi ti es.

As the county and other public agencies
review routing options for the Sout hwest LRT, and down
the line as you continue stationary and pl anni ng and
communi ty engagenent efforts, we'd |like you to give
careful consideration to a couple of core principles.
First, there is a remarkabl e interdependence of people

in places along a transitway. Transportation |inks
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people to places where they live, work, |earn, shop and
receive nedical care and play and recreate. This neans
that transit policy has less to do with noving people
efficiently frompoint Ato point Bthan it does wth
provi di ng people wth greater access and nore choi ces.
It allows us to erase years of community isolation from
transportation i nprovenents and it enpowers people to
engage in creative placenmaking if we have the wisdomto
depl oy a conprehensive community engagenent strategy.
And | think the county is on the right track and there
are lots of opportunities to do that. One conmmunity
I ncl usi on exanple that | would point to would be the
opportunity to engage the significant Somali community
that lives along the Sout hwest transitways,
particularly out in the suburbs, as well as other
communities of color. W have a nunber of partner
groups interested in doing that and working with the
county and local cities, particularly as stationary
pl anni ng proceeds, and we'd be happy to partner with
you on that.

Anot her piece that we'd like to point out is
I nfrastructure investnent is increasingly being seen as
a way to stinulate our econony and to provide access to
needed jobs to inpacted communities. W have an

unpr ecedented opportunity to ensure that the public
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I nvest nent al ong the Sout hwest LRT results in benefits
that are distributed equally and equitably, especially
in lowinconme comunities and conmmunities of color.

The alliance has been very active in a
canpaign called HRE M nnesota, trying to hold h/ DOT
accountable to their mnority and wonen hiring goals.

I n 2007 and 2008, they m ssed 60 percent of their

goals. W think we can do better than that on the

Sout hwest LRT. And, in fact, through the | eadership of
this county we have seen better results on mnority and
wonen hiring goals at the Twi ns ball park stadi um

Let's use the transit hub and the LRT along the

Sout hwest LRT to bridge those efforts and conti nue
that. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you,

M. Adans. Thank you for the comments about the
bal | park; those are very nuch appreci at ed.

| would next call on fornmer mayor of Eden
Prairie, Nancy Tyra-Lukens. Mayor, wel cone.

M5. TYRA- LUKENS: Thank you. M. Chair
and nenbers of the comm ssion, |'ve been part of the
Policy Advisory Conmttee since its inception about
2002, and the charge of the Policy Advisory Commttee
was to provide policy direction, to provide information

regardi ng conmunity concerns and issues and to
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communi cate with community groups and gover nnent al
organi zati ons, businesses, and ot her stakehol ders.

In the past seven years, we've |ooked at
different cities and | ooked at conparable cities to the
Twin Cities and what their transportation systens are.
We' ve | ooked at different nodalities that we coul d use
al ong the Sout hwest Corridor, and we al so | ooked at a
nunber of alternative routes, and we discussed at
| ength conmunity concerns regardi ng the various
proposed alignnents. W--and by that | nean nore the
staff to the Policy Advisory Commttee--worked hard to
communi cate wth people through Web sites, open houses,
visiting city council neetings, going to business
organi zations and conmmunity groups. |It's been a very,
very open process, and | think evidence of that is seen
In two ways.

One, we started out -- | think our first
nmeeting was at the Hopki ns Depot Coffeehouse, and it
was a small group. W eventually grew big enough that
we had to nove to the Hopkins Police Departnent. And
as nore people got interested in attendi ng our
nmeetings, we noved to St. Louis Park to their city
counci | chanbers.

Anot her piece of evidence relating to that is

the fact that if you were to walk into a recent Policy
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Advi sory Commttee neeting, you were as likely to hear
sonebody speaki ng who was not actually a policy advisor
comm ttee nenber as you were to hear a policy advisor
comm ttee nenber speaking. It was a very open process.
Commi ssi oner Dorfrman was very open to havi ng anybody
speak that wanted to speak. She was very wlling to
take the tinme that we needed to get the answers that we
needed. And she and Katie Wil ker just exhibited a | ot
of patience and were very accommbdati ng.

We took a vote on the locally preferred
alternative at our last PAC neeting. W had a
recomendati on on the 3A alternative fromthe Techni cal
Advi sory Commttee that was a unani nous decision. Qur
vot e was unani nous except for one negative vote and one
abstenti on.

Before | close, one thing that | would |ike
to say is -- it's a concern that | have regarding the
nam ng of the corridor as the Southwest Transitway.
["mcurrently chair of the Conmm ssion for Southwest
Transit, and already we are getting a | ot of confusion
fromthe public as to what is Southwest Transit, what
I s Sout hwest Transitway, people calling us for
I nformati on about Sout hwest Transitway. | think the
confusion could only increase in the future. | think

there are advantages to having the direction as part of
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t he name, but we do have Bottino and H awat ha and
Central Corridor and Red Rock which really don't tel
you what direction those routes go. So we would really
love it, it would end confusion, if when this route is
started and inplenented if the nanme coul d be changed.
One nane that |'ve heard that would kind of elimnate a
little bit of confusion is to call it Prairie to Lakes
or the Lakes to Prairie route, but that's just a
suggestion. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you,
Mayor. | would note your testinony--1 don't know how
many years ago--1| recall it very vividly in your
description of why the route fromthe depot south
shoul d be along the freeway as opposed to along the
rail corridor because of the history of devel opnent and
how it changed between the first ring suburbs and
second ring suburbs, and that actually teed up the
| ssue and defined it very, very well, and | think it
has gui ded the recomendati on since you nade that
testi nony back whenever that was --

M5. TYRA- LUKENS: Yeah.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  -- a few years
ago.

M5. TYRA- LUKENS: Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N:  Thank you very
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much.

Next on the list is council nmenber -- city
counci | nmenber Don Sanvels from M nneapolis. Wl cone,
counci | nmenber.

MR. SANVELS: Good afternoon, M. Chair
and to the nenbers of your conmttee. |'mhere with
maybe a slightly different voice. You wll hear nany
argunents, el oquent and correct, about the | ogistical
and economc feasibility factors of the superiority of
the 3A alternative, Kenilworth alternative. | would
like to speak a little bit about the -- the aspect of
justice that is involved in this decision.

And when Martin Luther King tal ked about the
bl ank check that was issued to nenbers of the Anmerican
communi ty, he al so adnoni shed us to think that we all
I nherited that obligation and that debt. It is not
just a debt created and owned by those who issued the
bl ank check, but it was our collective responsibility
to pay on that debt, and |I'mconvinced that it is a
point in tinmes |like this that that opportunity stares
us in the face. But along with that opportunity cones
the nagging reality that when these decisions are nade,
the connection to that debt is often too diffuse to
recall. But | would ask you to renenber today that the

I nequities of our past still haunt us in real
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geographic, logistical, tangible features. W're
divided in north M nneapolis by the freeway and the
river and way too few bridges from our nei ghbors.

We're divided by a difficult and arduous path to
downtown. We're divided to the south. How do you get
to parks in the south? There's no way. And so we are
ki nd of contai ned and estranged and boxed in, and we
cannot deny that these are the features, the geographic
and environnental features, which constitute the
general picture that truncates the possibilities of our
comunity. And now we have an opportunity to no nore

| et justice roll down in the formof social service
paynents, but no longer to -- for it to be a handout
but a way out, a way out to jobs, a way out to
opportunity, a way out to school, a way out to visit
famly. And let's break with the past trends where the
conveni ence of the well-endowed tranples the
opportunities of the disadvantaged, and let's turn it
on its head and say today we will nake decisions to
reverse our national trends of inequity which are

I nextricable fromthe day-to-day decisions, and

soneti nes the poignant decisions that are nade at
crucial nmonments in tinme, when we have to say where does
a road go, where does a bridge go, where does the

traffic flow? And | -- | can assure you that the
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t housands of people in north M nneapolis who are hard
wor ki ng, enthusiastically involved in our denocratic
and our econom c systemare dying for those jobs in
Eden Prairie. They want to get there and they don't
want to have to do an obstacle course or a long drive
wth many transfers or driving a broken-down car and

t o0 expensive gas. They can just hop on that rail and
find justice in a job down in the garden of Eden
Prairie. Thank you, M. Chair.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you,
counci | nmenber.

Karen Rosar. There she is. Wlcone to the
Rai | Authority.

M5. ROCSAR. Well, that's an inpossible
voice to follow, Conmm ssioner MLaughlin, Chairman
McLaughl in, conm ssioners. M nane is Karen Lee Rosar,
and | represent the North Loop Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, and |I'ma devout public transit user. The
t's have been crossed and the i's have been dott ed.
Thi s Sout hwest Light Rail Transit has been studied for
years and years and years. There's reans of data and
anal ysis that's been done which indicates one clear
superior alternative, that being 3A. | would ask
the -- you as the HCRRA to nove that preferred

alignment to Met Council so we can expeditiously build
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out our Metropolitan Transit system and | woul d
further ask that going forward with all transit options
nove expeditiously in planning stages, finding new and
creative ways, if possible, within guidelines, so that
we can avoid 10-year planning for our light rail -- for
all transit. W -- sonehow we've got to find ways to
nove that forward a little bit faster than that. The
need is strong, and -- that's all | have to say. Thank
you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Next is Frank Lorenz. Wlcone to the Rai

Aut hority.

MR. LORENZ: Thank you. My nane is Frank
Lorenz, and | represent the firmof Hul ke & Gheer. |
live in Comm ssioner Callison's district, but I'm
famliar with Comm ssioner MLaughlin's role in rail
transit, and if | recall correctly, you can't graduate
fromPrinceton without at |east taking two math
courses, so what |'msaying is hopefully going to ring
a bell.

COW SSI ONER MCLAUGHLIN: 1"l just warn
you | didn't get an A but | got --

MR. LORENZ: Well, but unlike certain

other institutions, | don't think they'Il let you out
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unl ess you at least sit in on the courses.

So basically what | have today is a reality
check about noney. Any route that requires a tunnel
will cost an extra 150 to $250 mllion dollars and
shoul d be rejected out of hand because of that.

Nunber two, the present estimates of
ridership for Southwest Transit are not believable
regardl ess of how nany years they' ve been studi ed.
They' re based on sonet hi ng between w shful thinking and
a cloned carbon copy of H awatha light rail. But
Sout hwest is not Hi awat ha. Hi awatha has benefited from
unpl anned usage sout hbound, unplanned ridership to the
t housands of | ower paying jobs at the airport, Mll of
Anmerica and the VA Hospital. |It's not clear that Eden
Prairie and M nnetonka have anything |ike that nunber
of jobs for central city residents regardl ess of how
badly they need the jobs, and there's no question about
that. But the ridership estinmates, assumng there's
going to be a flow fromcentral M nneapolis, north
M nneapolis, whatever, need to be supported by actual
jobs, and I'm not aware of enployers inporting people
from Sout h Dakota or anywhere else to fill this
trenendous void where they can't find workers for Eden
Prairie.

So, in any event, capital construction costs
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for Southwest Transit wll be managed by Met Council,
Metro Transit, with sone help from Wn/DOTI, and so it
was wth H awatha. But in February of 2002, a federal
transportation auditor signed off on a so-called final
budget of $675 mllion for the H awatha project. Two
and a half years later, the actual cost had increased
by 26 percent, $175 mllion to $850 mllion dollars.
So Met Council is not areliable or a trustworthy
construction nmanager. The feds, the state, the
Metropolitan Airports Comm ssion and Hennepi n County

had to join together to nake up that $175 million cost

overrun. |If Southwest starts with a budget of a
billion dollars, a B, a billion dollars, it's likely
that taxpayers wll have to cone up with anot her

$260 million, and in a recession with eight and a half
percent unenploynent, that's really going to be hard
cheese for the taxpayers.

H awat ha | ost $15 mllion a year in 2008, and
t hat was covered by taxes. Hennepin County paid
5.3 mllion; State of Mnnesota, 5.3 mllion in a
sharing arrangenent, and an energency unpl anned
transfer of 4.5 mllion dollars cane from state notor
vehicl e sal es tax, which was authorized by Met Council.
So Hennepin County's 50 percent share of the 2009

operating | oss for H awat ha shoul d be about 700 -- or,
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l"msorry, $7.5 mllion. That's per year.

Hi awat ha i s now spendi ng an unpl anned
$3 mllion a year, just two years after they started
full operation of the line, to overhaul and rebuild its
27 train cars, and apparently they don't feel they need
to give any detail. |[It's none of the public's
busi ness. Metro Transit is silent on this overall
subj ect, and no one, not the press, not elected
officials, not the state |egislative auditor, no one is
demanding to know why. This $3 mllion a year is a
maj or scandal. Railroad cars aren't supposed to wear
out in 24 nonths, but no one is asking why. No one is
saying boo. Halloween is still 11 days off, and nmaybe
that's the reason. But why isn't Met Transit suing the
Canadi an manufacturer, Bonbardier? W don't know.

The federal auditor for H awat ha assuned t hat
property taxes could be raised five percent a year,
year after year forever. Hennepin County and several
ot her | ocal counties have added a quarter percent sales
tax, a transit tax, to the general sales tax, and in
the aggregate that will raise about $85 nillion a year.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: M. Lorenz,
you're getting -- you're over tine. You'll have to
finish up.

MR. LORENZ: Ckay. Fine. [I'Il have
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copies of this on the table at the end. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: | have one
question, though, for you. You said you were
representing the law firmof Hul ke & Cheer?

MR. LORENZ: Not the lawfirm W're
managenment consul tants.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Managenent. And
are you -- and this is -- this is the testinony
representing that conpany?

MR. LORENZ: That's correct.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Al'l right.

Thank you very nuch.

Next is Loren Aandahl. Welcone to the Rai
Aut hority.

MR. AANDAHL: Thank you. Good afternoon.
My nane is Loren Aandahl, and |I live at 2121 Drew
Avenue South in M nneapolis.

Two centuries ago President Thomas Jefferson
showed incredible vision in concluding the Louisiana
Purchase. He had envisioned a future for the young
republ i c whose boundaries would not stop at the
M ssi ssi ppi but extend into the G eat Plains and
ultimately to the Pacific ocean. Sadly, |ast Wdnesday
t he Sout hwest LRT PAC voted figuratively to stop at the

M ssissippi. In selecting the 3A Kenilworth alignnent,
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they voted for a route that did not serve the densely
popul ated south and west M nneapolis, that would not
link this vibrant area wwth the western suburbs, and
that would not inprove |ocal transit between downt own
and sout hwest M nneapolis, the netro's busiest transit
route. The decision was understandable in part. There
was only really one credible alternative to vote on.

The vast majority of the PAC nenbers are from
the western suburbs who just want the line built and
don't have nuch interest in howit gets through
M nneapolis to downtown. The city of M nneapolis
utterly failed in developing a vibrant -- a viable
at -grade al i gnnent between downt own and the M dtown
Greenway, in spite of eight years of opportunity to do
so. Too late in the process, | suggested a sol ution
utilizing the western side of I-35W M involvenent in
this process only happened because of the ridership
anal ysis contained in the evaluation results issued on
August 10t h.

As an airline executive with 22 years of
experience, nostly in the network and schedul e pl anni ng
areas, it was inconceivable to ne that the Kenilworth
ali gnnent would have a ridership forecast equal with
the Uptown alignnment that passed through a nmuch nore

densely popul ated area. M blistering critique of the
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ridership forecast at the Septenber 17th PAC public
heari ng poi nted out nunerous issues | had with this
f orecast.

Last Tuesday, three of us net with the
proj ect manager and the consultant who did the
forecast. W were told that they had updated the
forecast because they had di scovered nunerous errors
with their nodeling followng ny critique. They were
not able to provide us with a sinple boarding -- a
sinple station boarding origin and destination grid per
nmy request, but did pass out another summary based on
the new forecast. To our enbarrassnent, and theirs,
they were conpletely unable to explain their own work
to us and had to withdraw the summary. Qur neeting
ended w thout satisfactory answers to nost of our basic
guesti ons.

The next day, the PAC nenbers were told of
the new forecast before their vote. Not one PAC nenber
asked how such egregious errors could have occurred,
much | ess at the end of an eight-year process. Not one
PAC nenber asked a question about the new forecast,
even to question if it was accurate. As a taxpayer, |
was appalled by this [ack of due diligence.

Then there is the matter of the relocation of

the TC&Wrailway |ine through the Kenilworth Corridor.
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This is a condition of building the LRT on this
alignnment. The railroad can stay on its turned route
for the indefinite future. Yet we were told the two
were not interconnected and the cost of the railway
rel ocati on has not been costed into the LRT proposal.
Furthernore, this relocation has not been finalized,
and it will now be grossly unfair to the affected
communities to be forced to bare the rel ocation inpact
because it's now a done deal that an LRT line wl|
di splace the railway through Kenilworth. This is not
an issue wth an Uptown alignnent.

In conclusion, | would urge the HCRRA to vote
to delay this project until an at-grade alignnment
bet ween downt own and Uptown, utilizing |I-35Wand the
M dt own G eenway, can be devel oped in order to bring
| nproved transit to a nuch | arger segnent of the west
nmetro population. |'mconvinced that this alignnent
w Il have a 35 percent higher ridership, and when
conbi ned with noderately higher construction costs w |
produce a better CEl.

| urge the HCRRA to vote to delay this
project until they thensel ves understand the ridership
forecast and are convinced it's accurate. This is the
| east we can expect fromour public officials who are

about to commt over a billion dollars of taxpayer
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noney to this project, and |I volunteer to help you in
this effort.

| would remnd the HCRRA that this project is
not sone electric toy train set that they are buil ding.
It will set the footprint for the nmetro, the western
metro area, for the century to cone. Like President
Jefferson, let's not stop at the M ssissippi. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much. Janet Weivoda. | hope | pronounced that
properly. Janet Wi voda?

kay. We'll skip down to Carrie (phonetic)
Anderson. Kari? Kari, sorry. Hi.

M5. ANDERSON:. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
and thank you nenbers of the comm ssion. M nane is
Kari Anderson, and | live in the Harrison nei ghborhood
in north Mnneapolis. |'ma nenber of the board at
Harrison, and |I'm al so a nenber of the Bassett Creek
Val | ey Redevel opnent Oversight Commttee. | also think
it's inportant to add that | ride ny bike everywhere
pretty much and | use the Cedar Lake trail, the
Kenilworth alignnment trail and the G eenway daily in
the sumrer, and less often when it snows.

I'"d like you to picture com ng out of

downtown on Interstate 394, and if you |l ook to the
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|l eft, you'll see the scul pture garden and you see
Dunwoody I nstitute, Parade Stadium Wl ker Art Center;
and you look to the left [sic] and there is a manure
pile, sone city storage, lots of dirt piles and rock
crushers and things like that. Zoning policy has
clearly favored one side of the freeway over the other
side of the freeway. The city has very recently hel ped
rectify this by rezoning that area to include -- to

al l ow for devel opnent of housing and corporate uses.
This favoritismis not only seen in zoning policy but
also in transportation policy. As council nmenber
Sanuel said, north Mnneapolis is very, very isol ated
by freeways. | nean, just ask yourself this question,
How would | drive fromnorth M nneapolis to south

M nneapolis? You could do it, but you have to think
about it alittle bit in order to get there, and it's
difficult to do.

The city also recently has been addressing
this issue by putting Van Wite Boul evard through that
area to hel p connect north and south M nneapolis in
that area, and an LRT stop at Van Wite Boul evard woul d
do a lot to bridge the current isolation between north
and south M nneapolis.

Because of this historical zoning and

transportati on biases, devel opnent opportunities on the
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north side and the south side of that area have -- have
al so not been equal. The 3A alignnent, you m ght know,
goes through an area call ed Bassett Creek Valley, and
for over 10 years a group of |ocal residents,
busi nesses, devel opers, and people involved in the area
have been working to create a vision for that area that
was approved by the M nneapolis Gty Council. It's
call ed the Bassett Creek Area Master Plan. Any
devel opnent in this area will have an enornous
advantage by comng into a situation that has a unified
vi si on anong t he businesses, the neighbors who live in
that area, developers who are interested in the
property.

|'"ve heard sone of the opponents to the 3A
al i gnnent say, Wiy woul d anybody put a stop in that
area? There's nothing there. But there is sonething
very inportant there, and that is opportunity, the
opportunity to devel op cutting edge, transit-oriented
devel opnent, the opportunity to address decades of bias
in city zoning and transportation policies, and al so
the opportunity to help a community's vision for a
heal thy future becone reality, and so | hope that you
take the PAC s recommendati on and support the 3A
al i gnnment. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Thank you very
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much.

Jerry Krause. Welcone to the Rail Authority.

MR. KRAUSE: Thank you, Conm ssioner

McLaughl in and ot her nenbers of the Hennepin County
Rail Authority. M nane is Jerry Krause. | live at
417 A iver Avenue South in M nneapolis, which is the
Bryn Mahr nei ghborhood just west of downtown. And I
al so provided simlar coments a nonth ago at the
public hearing out at the Ei senhower school.

Over the last couple of decades I've lived in
M nneapolis, Uptown, Lowy Hill, and over the |ast
eight years in Bryn Mahr. | also aman avid user of
transit, roughly riding about a thousand different
segnents on an annual basis. | also use the Cedar Lake
trail for running and bi king on a continui ng basi s,
probably about two to 300 tines on an annual basis.
I'"'mal so a nenber, as sone of you may know, of the
Ctizens Advisory Commttee over at Sout hwest Transit.
Li ke Kari Anderson, who just spoke, | would urge your
support of the LRT 3A Kenilworth alignnment, which has
been reconmmended by the other two commttees. And |
think their recommendation is enbedded in three ideas
that I'd like to briefly address.

One, and inportantly, | think, is the

cost-effective index. | think others who have
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considered this issue have recogni zed that only LRT 3A
route is actually economically viable under FTA
gui del i nes.

There is certainly issues been raised
considering ridership projections and whether they're
accurate or not. An issue | raised a couple of nonths
ago in a public forum joint neeting of the conmttees,
Is the question of well, to what extent would ridership
have to increase through the other alternative com ng
up Nicollet Avenue; and | think that woul d probably be
sonmewhere in the nei ghborhood of 50 percent. Even if
t he nunbers are not accurate, | think there's a huge
gap between what currently exists in the nunbers and
what woul d have to be projected. And also strikingly,
I was |looking at my materials from 2006, that these
ridership projections are actually very, very simlar
to what was being proposed at that tine.

Li ke Kari just nentioned to you, Bassett
Creek Valley is a very inportant part, | think, of this
process. Like Kari, |I've been involved with the
redevel opnent oversight of that part of the community
for over eight years. It is a place of trenendous
potential. As Kari had nentioned to you, others have
said why build a stop at Van Wite because there's

really nothing there. This -- | think rail is as mnuch
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about the future as it is about the present, and the
ridership projections are not about today; it's about
2030. And for those who ask why woul d anyt hi ng happen
In the next 20 years, | point themto the north | oop,
to the riverfront, and nore recently to the M dt own
Commons, who m ght have sim | ar questions concerning
the viability of any of those projects.

And, lastly, issues have been raised in other
public settings about the concern of the conpatibility
of rail with the Kenilworth alignnent, especially
between the | akes. As a avid user there, |I'mvery
concerned about it as well, but | also recognize this
Is an existing heavy rail corridor and that for the
eight mles or so extendi ng down to Hopkins, you would
have a very simlar use.

Again, | would urge your favorable
consi deration of Route 3A the Kenilworth alignnent,
the only econom cally sound choice avail able. Thank
you soO nuch.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Next we have Art Hi gi nbot ham
M. Higi nbotham welcone to the Rail Authority.

MR. H G NBOTHAM  Good afternoon, Chairman

McLaughlin and conm ssioners. M nane is Art
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Hi gi nbotham |'ma M nneapolis resident of 3431
St. Louis Avenue. |'mthe Cedar-Isles-Dean
Nei ghbor hood Associ ation chair. |[|'ve been a Sout hwest

Community Advisory Commttee representative and a
former civil rights comm ssioner in Mnneapolis with an
Interest in serving mnorities. The Southwest locally
preferred alternative recommendati on before you today
Is both flawed and mstined. The ridership for the 3C2
Uptown route is underesti mated by over 35 percent
conpared to the 3A Kenilworth line. The capital costs
have been overstated by 40 percent for 3C2 by including
a tunnel on N collet Avenue. These corrections wll
flip the CEl and favor 3C2 if they're correctly made by
staff.

The travel time on 3C2 to the first downtown
station is 3.6 mnutes less on 3A -- on 3C2 than 3A
That's because it stops at 12th and N collet and
doesn't |l oop around the incinerator to Fifth and
Nicollet. That's 37 hours annually less tine on a
commuter train for southwest commuters. These are
I nconveni ent truths ignored by HCRRA staff and their
consultants. Mreover, 3C2 wll serve the nunerous
Lake Street businesses, the M nneapolis Institute of
Arts, Eat Street, the Convention Center, Ochestra
Hal |, St. Thomas, the State and O pheum Theatres and
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the bus station. 3A will only serve the inpound | ot.
Both serve the Target Center and Target Field, and

t hrough the Royal ston station both serve the north side
equally. That's a better connection than the Van Wite
station. Eventually three of four M nneapolis stations
on 3A are subject to elimnation to cut costs because
the capital costs are already questionable with the
FTA. |t then becones an express train through

M nneapolis, serves only the suburbs.

Over 3800 petitions were signed in support of
3C2, and nost nei ghborhood boards have signed onto the
Uptown route. The LPA decision being requested before
any mtigation is costed for either route is not fair.
The cart is in front of the horse. G ade separation at
Cedar Lake Parkway on Route 3A is not being considered.
This is Anmerica's only urban scenic byway and part of
the M nneapolis ground rounds that is used by cyclists
and pedestrians fromall over the county. A crossing
gate wll block one of two east/west routes between
| -394 and south of Lake Cal houn, the other being Lake
Street. At 3.75 mnute intervals, it will cut off a
Cedar Lake nei ghborhood from energency services. A
tunnel has been rejected because of purported high
water table. But two light rail lines in this country,

in ny home town of Pittsburgh, run under rivers. A
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tunnel has al so been rejected, and get this, because
Honel and Security objects to tunnels. Maybe we should
consi der closing the tunnel under the airport, a nuch
greater security threat.

Ladi es and gentlenen, this is a bad
recommendati on made prematurely. It will not pass
muster with the FTA and the EPA. It is environnentally
4-F, unfit for duty, please reject it. Request an
obj ective evaluation of the 3C2 alternative and
mtigation studies on both routes before commtting to
a route that will becone another commuter rail |ine
serving only the suburbs.

Thank you for consideration.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much, M. Hi gi nbot ham

John DeWtt. Welcone to the Rail Authority
again, M. Dewtt.

MR. DEWTT:. Thank you for the opportunity
to testify today. |'mJohn DeWtt. | |live at 1531
East River Parkway in M nneapolis. | represent the
M dt own Commrunity Wbrks Partnershi p on the Sout hwest
LRT PAC, and |I'm cochair of the Land Use &
Transportation Conmttee for the Mdtown G eenway
Coal ition.

W were pleased to see that the Sout hwest
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Techni cal -- Southwest LRT Techni cal and Policy

Advi sory Conmi ttees both recommended furt her
explanation of rail transit in the Mdtown G eenway
connecting the Sout hwest and Hi awatha LRT |lines. Three
years ago, both the coalition and the M dtown Comrmunity
Wor ks Partnershi p endorsed what we called the "Network
Alignment" for Southwest LRT, the Sout hwest LRT through
the Kenilworth Corridor conbined with the streetcar
aligning the Mdtown G eenway.

I"d like to talk briefly about why that
network has so nmuch potential. W know that transit
ridership is driven by access to jobs. Sone 70 to 80
percent of all transit trips inthe Twin Cties are
work related. Last year the Center for Transit
Oi ented Devel opnent produced a map show ng enpl oynent
clusters in our region. There's just one neani ngful
enpl oynent cluster in south Mnneapolis, the Wlls
Far go/ Abbott Northwestern/ Al lina conplex al ong M dtown
Geenway with ten to 12,000 workers. It's inportant to
note that the proposed N collet alignnment for Southwest
LRT woul d m ss that conplex by up to three-quarters of
amle, while the G eenway streetcar |ine serves it
directly.

M nneapolis has four designated growth

centers; downtown M nneapolis, the Uof M the Wlls
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Far go/ Abbott Northwestern/ Al lina conplex and the
Bassett Creek Valley. Unknuckled alignnment would serve
only downtown, while a network alignnment serves all but
the University of M nnesot a.

Over the next few years, we'll be piecing
together a bus rapid transit, BRT system on 35-W
Once again, a Nicollet alignnent would just m ss that
station serving Lake Street and the M dtown G eenway,
while a G eenway streetcar woul d serve that inportant
transfer point directly.

A G eenway streetcar line is actually a
hybrid conmbining the smaller, |ower cost scale of a
streetcar wiwth the fast travel tines of |ight rai
because it's on a private right-of-way. The
four-and-a-half mle |line would have no street running
and just five street crossings. Feasibility studies
show a travel tine fromend to end of just 14 m nutes
and just 12 mnutes fromUptown to H awatha. That's
easily twice as fast as today's bus service.

Toronto's King and Queen streetcar |ines
regularly carry 45,000 to 50,000 riders a day, and we
don't see capacity being an issue for quite awhile.

| believe the Sout hwest LRT and the
Kenilworth Corridor, conbined wiwth the Mdtown G eenway

streetcar line, offers far better service to our region
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at far less cost than the alternatives.

Thank you for attention. [|'I|l be happy to
answer any questi ons.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Thank you,

M. Dewitt. Thank you.

Next, Rick Collins. No? GCkay. That was --
|'"'m m staken. Sorry. Aaron |saacs.

MR. | SAACS: And, M. Chairman, thank you

for the opportunity to speak today. M nane is Aaron
| saacs. | live at 3816 Vincent Avenue South in
sout hwest M nneapolis. |I'mretired fromMetro Transit,
where | was a planner and nmanager for over 30 years,
and |'mhere to speak in favor of the Kenilworth
Corri dor.

The problemw th the Uptown alignnent is that
it's too expensive and it's too slow. Now, | -- |
t hi nk everyone knows about the expense with the tunnel,
but | want to tal k about the speed, because that drives
a whol e bunch of other things. R ght nowif you get on
a express bus at Eden Prairie station to go downt own,
It takes you 25 mnutes to get downtown. As | read the
report, it takes 39 mnutes to get downtown on option
3C. That's a 13 or 14-mnute increase. That's a
50 percent increase in travel tine if you're a conmmuter

comng out of Eden Prairie. And that's the single
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| ar gest group of express bus riders that we want to
transfer over to the LRT.

LRT is attractive, nore attractive than bus,
but I don't think it can stand a 50 percent penalty in
ridership, which works out to be alnost a half hour
added to the daily comute round trip. And ny
criticismof the consultant's ridership analysis was |

think they were far too generous with the Uptown

alignment in terns of how many people it will carry in
fromthe suburbs. | think that the ridership loss wll
be greater.

And the people who are currently riding
express buses out of southwest, they don't have the
alternative. |If those express buses are elim nated,
their only alternative is to drive. The other end of
the corridor where people have said, Wiy are there not
nore additional riders created on the city end of it,
you have to -- once again, it's too slow. The travel
time is 14 mnutes on the LRT to the center of downtown
fromthe Uptown station. That's the exact sane travel
time as the nunber six bus that stops at every bl ock.
And that situation happens at all the other stations in
M nneapolis - at Lyndale, at N collet, at Franklin.

And so what would actually happen is that the LRT w |

pul | away sone transit riders who make short trips in
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the city while dramatically reducing bus riders who
make long trips in the suburb.

Anot her thing that you have to consider is --
IS the operating cost. Being an old transit planner, |
roughed out a schedule, and |'ve talked to the staff
and they say |"'mpretty close. It's going to take two
additional trains all day long to run the Uptown
al i gnment conpared to the Kenilworth alignnent. That
wor ks out to be sonething |ike a 25 percent increase in
operati ng expense via the Uptown alignnent, and that
cost is perpetual.

The real way to ook at it is not in terns of
ridership, it's to look at it in terns of passenger
mles carried and the reduction in pollutants, fuel use
and congestion. And what you want to do is you want to
carry people fromthe suburbs wth 15-mle trips and
not peel off a few people fromthe existing bus system
that are making the three-mle trips, and that's the
reason |'mfor the Kenilworth corridor. And I thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much. Next we have Jan Leesen (phonetic). Lysen?

M5. LYSEN: Lysen.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Lysen. Wl cone
to the Rail Authority.
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M5. LYSEN. Yeah, thank you. [|'m Jan
Lysen. | live at 2849 42nd Avenue South in
M nneapolis. |'mhere today to represent Transit For
Li vable Communities. |I'mcurrently serving as the

i nterimexecutive director of TLC, and |I've al so served
on their board.

|'"m here today to support the 3A alignnent.
Qur board of directors has passed a position statenent
supporting that alignnment. W know that perhaps not
all the nmenbers of our organization will agree with us,
but there's a few principles or concepts we think
really support the 3A alignment. First of all, it's
really the nost cost-effective approach. Secondly,
froma service perspective, the 3A alignnment best
serves both the south and western -- both the north and
western portions of Mnneapolis. The Royal ston bus
stop, one of the future LRT stops, actually has as many
daily buses as the Uptown transit station. So here we
w Il have an alignnent, the 3A alignnent, that wll
serve as many or nore transit users as that station,
giving themdirect access to the enpl oynent center of
Eden Prairie. Routes through the Uptown area really
represent a duplication of the service that exists
t oday.

Lastly, one of -- the last reason for our
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supporting the 3A alignnent is that it's really part of
buil ding a regional system W think that there are
sonme other things that need to happen in addition to
the 3A alignnment. W, along with others, are
supportive of a streetcar connection that has been
addressed already this evening, and we think that w ||
al so serve to neet the ridership base and serve the
regi on.

Lastly, there's a few other principles that
we would like to see addressed as the work goes ahead.
One, is we want to see continued connections for
wal kers, bicyclists and bus riders to the station. W
woul d |Ii ke to see conpact devel opnent in the station
areas that also support biking, walking and housi ng
affordability at all levels. And, lastly, we'd like to
see station area designs that create people-oriented
and not car-oriented public spaces.

Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you for
your testinony.

Next is Jennifer Munt. | do not see Jennifer
her e.

M5. LYSEN: Oh, | did that one.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Ckay. Thank you
very nmuch. And Todd Mcintyre is next.
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Wl cone to the Rail Authority, M. Mlintyre.
MR. McI NTYRE: Thank you, Conm ssi oner.

Hennepi n County Regi onal Railroad Authority, thank you
for the opportunity to present testinony to you in
regards to the future alignnent of the Sout hwest
Transitway. Over the years, various aquatic groups
have searched for land to develop a facility for
sw mm ng, diving, water polo and synchroni zed sw nm ng.
As infield devel opnents continually consune urban
opportunities, site selection becones nore chall engi ng
every year. Bassett Creek Valley has been of interest
to ne for many years. And with the Kenilworth
alignment, | believe it is the best site in the
nmetropolitan area for the Geat Prairie Sport Center.
Geat Prairie Sport Center in the city of Mnneapolis
woul d not only provide a unique community asset, it
wi Il also create strong econonic inpact opportunities.

The Great Prairie Sport Center is a
significant comunity stakeholder offering a nultiple
season, nultiple sport international destination while
focusing on the disciplines of aquatics, gymastics and
volleyball. It would also be available to provide
training facilities for athletes in private and public
schools and fromthe Courage Center in CGolden Valley.

Bot h USA swi nm ng and USA wat er pol o have created
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prograns to reach denographics traditionally not part
of the aquatic sports. |If the Geat Prairie Sport
Center is not devel oped in Bassett Creek Valley, the
youth of north M nneapolis may never use this facility.

One of the five goals of the Sout hwest
Transitway is to increase econom c devel opnent, and
Bassett Creek Valley has the greatest potential of any
site along any route. The projected construction of
3,000 housing units and two and a half mllion square
feet of commercial space, all on a tract of |and
consisting of 56 acres, is not equal ed anywhere.
Especially with the new Target Field, the Kenilworth
Alignnent is essential for the future health and
vitality of Bassett Creek Valley.

For nost people, the year 2020 is 11 years
away. However, for M nneapolis the year 2020 started
on Friday, COctober 2nd, 2009. Wth Chicago's failed
bid to host the 2016 Sunmmer O ynpics, the process to
sel ect the 2020 host city will officially begin in |ess
t han one year. Since 2003, plans have been devel opi ng
to best position Mnneapolis as the host city for the
2020 ganes. The Kenilworth alignnment further
establishes Mnneapolis as an Aynpic city and is
essential to link Target Center, Target Field and the

Great Prairie Sports Center within a conprehensive
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transportation plan.

The one item nost people wll agree to this
evening is a need for nore transportation options. |
believe the best alignnment for light rail is the
Kenilworth plan and that a nore flexible, sleek and
I coni ¢ node shoul d be planned to connect Uptown to
various destinations. |If the Southwest Transitway is
not devel oped on the Kenilworth alignnment, the next
best option for the Great Prairie Sport Center w ||
probably be in the city of St. Paul. However, we
desire to train nore -- we desire to train and crown
nore national and international chanpions near the hone
of the Breakfast of Chanpions. The Kenilworth
alignnment will |everage the value of Bassett Creek
Val | ey and establish an exceptional |egacy for Hennepin
County.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Maren McDonnel | .

M5. McDONNELL: Good afternoon.

COMM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Good aft ernoon.
Wel conme to the Rail Authority.

M5. McDONNELL: Thanks. I'ma little
nervous.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Don't be, we're
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friendly.

M5. McDONNELL: Ckay. Hi, ny nane is
Maren McDonnell, and | live at 403 Queen Avenue Nort h.
| am the board president for the Harrison Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, a nei ghborhood group located in north
M nneapolis. HNA represents 4100 people; 38 percent
African Anerican, 30 percent Hnong and Laos, just over
20 percent people of European descent, and a 10 percent
m x of Somali and Latino househol ds. The nedian incone
for a famly is a little nore than $21,000 a year,
pl aci ng 63 percent of our children in poverty.

The Harrison Nei ghborhood Associ ati on
supports a Kenilworth 3A alignnment because we feel it
Is the nost equitable and cost-effective route for the
followi ng reasons: One, Kenilworth 3A best serves
nort hsiders currently working al ong the Sout hwest
Corridor alignnment. Qur research shows that nearly
3500 northsiders commute to jobs in the cities served
by the 3A alignnent.

Nunber two, Kenilworth 3A best pronotes the
redevel opnent of Bassett Creek Valley, which is a city
designated growth center. Hundreds of residents have
been engaged in planning the redevel opnent of Bassett
Creek Valley. The participation was diverse and

reflective of our community. The redevel opnent of the
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area surroundi ng the Van Wiite station stop would
create needed tax base, produce hundreds of units of
housing, six to 8,000 jobs. | just got to stop 'cause
that kind of blew nme away right there. D d you guys --
that's six to 8,000 jobs that this can create, okay?
And that affects ne and ny famly greatly, so this is
sonet hi ng that touches base with ne. Besides the jobs,
it wll create office and commercial space. Al this
can be done w thout tearing down or displacing
househol ds and busi nesses.

Keni | worth 3A connects north M nneapolis to
regi onal opportunity. North M nneapolis has been
historically isol ated because of past planning
practi ces and underserved by public transportation.

Mul tiple transit coordi nators that connect | ow and
noderate i nconme people to job centers throughout the
netro area are needed to reduce poverty over a |long
term

Again, | want the state -- | want to state
t hat HNA support for the Kenilworth 3A alignnent is
based in years of work to connect north and south
M nneapolis. Hundreds of residents, African Anmericans,
Eur opean Anerican, Hnong, Laos and Sonali attended
neetings and voi ced their hopes and dreans. Those

visions are reflected in the Bassett Creek Valley
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Master Plan, which was approved by the city council in
2007. The plan includes a light rail transit station
stop at Van White. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Dan Duffy.

MR. DUFFY: (Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.
"Il try to keep this brief because | have a snal
cold, so -- ny nane is Dan Duffy, and | live at 17900
Susan Lane in M nnetonka. As sone of you know, |I'm a
menber of the Policy Advisory Commttee representing
the Twi nWest Chanber of Commerce. |'ve been a nenber
of this commttee to study transit in the Sout hwest
Corridor since the inception of this study nearly eight
years ago. The Tw nWest Chanber, along with the
M nneapol i s, Edina and Eden Prairie Chanbers, has sent
a letter to you outlining the details for our support
for LRT in the Southwest Corridor and the
recomendati ons for alignnent 3A

| want to speak to you today about the study

process and the public policy initiatives fromthe
perspective of a nenber of the Policy Advisory
Commttee. We began our study session years ago before
the H awatha |line was up and operating. The first year
of our neetings were net with skepticismand concerns
fromsone nenbers of the public who did not see a need

for any rail in this netro region. Eventually as
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H awat ha began operating and exceedi ng projected
ridership and other cities began noving forward wth

their LRT plans, the nood changed froma sort of "not
I n ny backyard" to a "how can we get LRT sooner?" That
type of dialogue is what becane common at our neetings.
Throughout this entire process, the chair of our
comm ttee, Conmm ssioner Dorfrman, led the effort to nmake
sure that all citizens who wanted to voice their
opi nions were heard and that this process would be as
transparent and fair as possible.

I commend you, Conmm ssioner Dorfman, for your
| eadershi p and patience and the respectful
consi deration you have shown to ensure that every
reasonabl e alternative alignnent was properly eval uated
and di scussed in our study neetings. Wenever a public
initiative of this magnitude that affects so many of
our netro citizens and busi nesses is undertaken, it
sel dom happens w t hout sone bunps al ong the way and
di fferences of opinion. And needless to say, we had
both. But in the end, |'mconfident in our Policy
Advi sory Commttee selection of alignnment 3A will
provi de the best options for ridership to commute --
for riders to commute to and fromthe west netro region
to enpl oynent and entertainment centers in the nost

seanl ess and cost-effective way.
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Al ignnent 3A neets the goals set forth by the
Policy Advisory Commttee of providing a transit
alternative that neets the federal cost-effectiveness
I ndex scoring guidelines that is efficient, that wll
provi de for econom c devel opnment and mnim ze the
envi ronnent al i npact.

Thank you, Comm ssioner Dorfman, for your
| eadershi p of the Sout hwest Corridor Study and to Katie
Wal ker, Kathie Doty and all the staff nenbers who have
given so nuch of your tine and effort in countless
publ i c hearings and open houses. It's been a pleasure
for nme to serve on the Policy Advisory Commttee with
so many staff and volunteers commtted to providing the
best alternative for conmuting in this nmetro-w de
regi on. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.

Next is Lennie Chism Wlcone to the Rai
Aut hority.

MR CH SM Wll, thank you for having ne.

| want to tell you a story that's really unique. |
want to put a hot dog stand wherever that rail stops.
| want to put a bike stand wherever that rail stops,
because in ny eyes that's what we're really talking

about here. W're tal king about creating the velocity
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of noney that's com ng out of the suburbs to stop in
north M nneapolis. That's one thing we've been working
on for years, trying to put sonme noney in north

M nneapolis. | think this brings the greatest
opportunity for us to do that. There are a |ot of
young nen and a | ot of young wonen, adults who w ||
conme to north Mnneapolis with the 3A alignnent. Wth
that hot dog stand, we will put people to work, not in
reentry prograns, but we'll put themto work as

busi ness people. North M nneapolis was based upon a
concept of small business owners; that's how it was
created under the Jewi sh community. W have to take
this in consideration.

At one point, Harrison nei ghborhood was
considered on a map the Negro sluns. W need to stop
this disinvestnent. W need to nmake it so that that
area i s not soneplace that people try to avoid. At the
10: 30 news we hear about crinme, but yet we see no
wal ki ng patrol man over there. W have to change that
attitude. W have to make north M nneapolis the
Upt own, where there's outdoor cafes, there's places for
people to go and sit and gat her, have a good
conversation. This offers an opportunity. W often
tal k about the riders that will conme fromthe other

areas of town, which is definitely right. But we also
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want to tal k about the retention that could take pl ace
If north Mnneapolis gets this. A lot of people | eave
because they don't have the opportunity of good
transit. W talk about the jobs that other people go
to. Wat about the jobs that are going to be created
right there, the small jobs.

["'mat 1901 d enwood. There has been a
vacant buil ding across fromne since | noved there.
|'ve watched two busi nesses di sappear. W have to stop
the disinvestnent in order to increase the investnent.

This brings us an excellent opportunity.

Upt own has enough. North M nneapolis needs a little
bit. And |I'mhoping that this will be the start, the
catal yst, not just a pass-through for devel opers to
pi ck up sone noney, but for an opportunity for the
workers in north Mnneapolis, 'cause this does contain
federal dollars to get jobs and opportunity. That's
what we're really tal king about here. The velocity of

noney can stop and start with the 3A -- with this 3A

al i gnnent .
Thank you for taking the tinme to listen to ny
t hought s.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Next we have Peter Ricknmyer. Peter Ricknyer?
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Oh, here he cones.

Wel come to the Rail Authority.

MR. RI CKMYER: Thank you, Comm ssioner. |
appreci ate your tine.

' m here to speak about what the purpose is
for the LRT, at |east for what ny understanding was, is
to elimnate exhaust in the community. Exhaust causes
cancer and other health issues. Wether we spend an
extra $50 million bringing it one way versus another
way whi ch decreases peopl e catching cancer is well
worth the noney. As Conm ssioner Stenglein knows, that
|'ve been working on a couple stop signs in north
M nneapolis to reduce the exhaust. So many people are
catching cancer now and rel ated health issues.

The other thing that | would like to see with
the LRT that's now in existence, the Northstar Rail and
the one that's proposed, is to see a lot of -- see a
| ot of plants, which produces Iots and | ots of oxygen,
because light rail is not going to get rid of the
exhaust funmes fromthe freeways. And so to counteract
t he exhaust funes, we nmust produce plants. And if we
wor k together with the environnental groups, we could
get a healthier netropolitan area.

Thank you for your tine.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, sir.
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Neil Trenbley. Welcone to the Rai
Aut hority.
MR. TREMBLEY: Thank you, Conm ssioner.

Comm ssi oner McLaughlin, Conmm ssioners, ny nane i s Nei

Trenbley. | live at 37 Aiver Avenue South in
M nneapolis. |'ma nenber of the Cedar Lake Park
Association. |'malso Conm ssioner Stenglein's

del egate to the Hennepin County Bicycle Advisory
Commttee. But in this instance, |I'mhere as an
observer in terns of the bicycle advisory committee.

| want to tal k about four issues. The Cedar
Lake Park Association is in favor of the best route for
LRT. If the 3Aroute is the best route and is chosen,
| want to bring up three issues -- or four iIssues,
which is parks, trails, bicycles and history.

North of the Cedar Lake Parkway and to the
-394 bridge is a really unique area. The Cedar Lake
Par k Associ ation considers it basically greater Cedar
Lake Park, even though sonme of it is, of course, county
| and. We consider it a stewardship of that entire
area. Historically, as sone of you may know, it was
part of Cedar Lake, the bottom of Cedar Lake, was -- is
nost of that. So when it -- so if the 3A alignnent is
chosen and transit goes through there, we want to nake

sure that the parklike atnosphere that's there now
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continues and it is maintained. So that's one issue
that | think we want to bring up on the table.

Second, of course, is trails. [|'man avid
bi cyclist and just used Kenilworth trail, as well as
the north and -- the north Cedar Lake trail, the
M dtown Geenway. | had a great ride today. And as |
was going up the Kenilworth trail, there's sone really
tight spots there, and | just want to nmake sure that
there still continues to be a trail there if the 3A
al i gnnent does go through and that it's a trail that
can service both pedestrians, bicyclists and any ot her
users and that it's a real anenity, which brings us, of
course to bicycles.

The one thing that the Hennepin County
Bicycle Commttee was a little -- or did tal k about
yesterday was, of course, wth any alignnent would be
availability for bi ke | ockers, any kind of bike usage
that would go on, the ability for -- like, on the
Hi awat ha |ine for bikes to be able to go on the LRT.
So that's -- that is one issue.

And the fourth is -- is history. |'mkind of
an amateur historian of the Cedar Lake Park area, and
there is a lot of history in that area between the --
north of the Cedar Lake Parkway and |-394. That's

where the M nneapolis and St. Louis rail line --
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rail way had their yards and facilities. And I think
wherever there is a stop, whether it be at 21st and
Upt own or Penn Avenue, that the history of the area, |
think it would be great to be able to see sonme of that
history illustrated at those stops.
So that's all. Thank you.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.
Bob Day.
MR. DAY: M. Chair, I'll pass on ny
comrent s.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Al right.
Thank you.
Davi d G eene.
MR. GREENE: Thank you, M. Chair and
nmenbers. M nane is David Geene. | live at 2724

Enmer son Avenue South, in The Wedge, and for nore than a
hal f a decade |'ve led transit canpaigns with | SAl AH,
an organi zation of a hundred churches and congregati ons
dedicated to racial and econonmic justice in M nnesota.
One of the things we did was hel p secure the | ocal
sales tax that's going to fund the |large portion of
this |ine.

Il live in Uptown and |'mtired of being cut

off fromnorth M nneapolis. That's where ny dad grew
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up, and | have roots there. That's why | support the
3A Kenilworth route for Sout hwest LRT, and so does
| SAI AH.

There are all sorts of technical reasons to
prefer the 3A alignnent, including cost, engineering,
| ogi stics and ridership, but I want to focus on people.
Wo's this line going to serve? [It's going to serve
subur ban commuters, and it should. 1It's going to serve
downt owmn M nneapolis, and it should. But let's think
about our transportation history for a nonent. Over
the years we've constructed freeways and other barriers
that have led to a reality where a person living in
north M nneapolis does not have a viable transit option
to get to a job in the southwest suburbs. That's a
whol e | ot of people cut off froma whole [ ot of
opportunity. The 3A alignnent restores that |ink, and
Wi th connecting bus service will be a vital artery for
the whole north side. 3Ais also a link for people in
M nneapolis and the suburbs to visit north M nneapolis
and connect to the people and places there. The
di scussion around this project has nade it plain to ne
how much nore we need to be connected to each other so
we can start throw ng away all of the assunptions we
make about the city, the suburbs, the nei ghborhoods,

and the people who |ive there.
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This is a racial justice issue. If we're
going to spend a billion dollars on this project, we
shoul d get significantly inproved transit service for
t hose who need it the nost. 3C and 3C2 do not have all
of the stations that connect north M nneapolis. 3A
provi des those links. |If we choose to spend
$500 million nore on a 3C route to serve an area of
M nneapolis already served by the best transit network
in the state and we keep people in north M nneapolis
cut off fromschools and jobs, what are we saying? W
want to say we're going to spend $500 million to keep
transportation inequity in place? Shane on us if we
do. If we don't route along 3A it's not
transportation, it's anmputation. And what of that $500
mllion dollars? That's funding for another comuter
rail line at |east, maybe two, not to nention
streetcars and an enhanced bus service. This is a
decision that affects the entire Twin Cities netro
ar ea.

Furthernore, we nust keep the Penn, Van Wite
and Royal ston stations going forward as these are the
opportunity links for north M nneapolis. 3A nmakes our
community nore healthy. Thank you all for your work on
this project.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Thank you very
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much.
Next is Canmeron Slick.

MR. SLICK: Good day, Conm ssioners of the
Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority. M nane is
Cameron Slick. | aman avid bus rider, and I live at
2312 Lyndal e Avenue South, and | wanted to start wth
t hat choosing alignnment 3Awll be setting a terrible
precedent for the Twwin Cties light rail program The
county would prefer to build transitways and railroad
corridor through |lowdensity communities instead of
servi ng denser nei ghborhoods that are conducive to
transit-oriented developnent is a terrible m stake.
Now, it is understandable, a little, froma cost

perspective because railroad corridors typically are

cheaper to build light rail in. At the sane tine, they
usually are not by very dense pieces of -- of
nei ghborhoods. And | just want to | et you know t hat

this is a bad precedent for the next line, the Bottino
Line, to which there are three possible |ight rail
alternatives, two of which involve using a railroad
corridor that would al so have far | ess service for
people in north M nneapolis.

And | also feel that there is a great
I nequity being shown to the city of Mnneapolis here on

the Policy Advisory Committee. There are only two
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el ected officials fromthe city of Mnneapolis. | feel
the county has bent over backwards to serve the third
ring suburbs of M nnetonka and Eden Prairie and their
busi ness parks. Such an act was not done for

M nneapolis and one of its |argest business centers and
community centers, Uptown and Eat Street. | ask of you
trying -- I'msorry.

["I'l just finish that north M nneapolis is
not going to be served by 3A because the stations of
Penn Avenue and Van White Boulevard will get engi neered
out. Now, you can always do in-fill stations when
there may be sone specul ati ve devel opnent there 20 or
30 years out. The Bottino corridor, if we're |ucky,
wll serve north Mnneapolis. Thanks.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Next is Tim Springer. Wlcone to the Rai
Aut hority, M. Springer.

MR. SPRI NGER: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  You're dressed
for the weather out there.

MR. SPRI NGER: Dressed for biking.

Good afternoon, Chairman MLaughlin and
Comm ssioners. M nane is Tim Springer. |'mexecutive

director for the Mdtown Geenway Coalition. Qur
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address is 2834 10th Avenue South, G eenway Level,
Suite 2 in Mnneapolis. W're a grassroots nonprofit
wth a mssion of enpowering communities to devel op,
| nprove, protect and enjoy the Mdtown G eenway as a
green urban pathway to inprove people's |ives.

The Sout hwest LRT 3A alignnent as recommended
by the Sout hwest Corridor PAC is consistent with the
M dtown G eenway Coalition's position. The M dtown
Greenway Coalition is atypical fromnost -- as conpared
to nost trails organi zations across the country in that
we agree that there should be transit trains operating
al ongside the trails in the Mdtown G eenway. W have
| ong advocated for what we call the Network Alignnent,
whi ch includes trains comng up fromEden Prairie to
downt own t hrough the Sout hwest Corridor and fromthe
mal | and the airport through the H awatha line, and the
M dtown Greenway cutting across the m ddle of
M nneapolis to connect those two inportant |ines, being
an inportant system altogether. The Network Alignnent
woul d serve all of the neighborhoods al ong the M dtown
G eenway/ Lake Street Corridor fromthe western border
of M nneapolis east to H awat ha, including the
transit-dependent comunities of Phillips.

The city of M nneapolis has al so adopted a

nunber of |and use plans that anticipate the M dtown
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G eenway/ Lake Street Corridor as being served by rai
transit, and is already planning ahead for this
eventuality. The Mdtown G eenway Coalition does also
recomend that transit planners work with stakehol ders
al ong the Kenilworth Corridor to plan and secure
funding for adequate mitigation neasures, especially
bet ween Lake Street and Franklin Avenue.

Thank you very nmuch for hearing our testinony
today and for your long-tine support of the M dtown
G eenway, what has becone M nnesota's busiest bi keway.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Thank you very

much.
Next is Thatcher |nboden. There he is.
MR. | MBODEN:. Thank you, Comm ssioners.
COWMM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N: Wl cone.
MR. | MBODEN. Thanks. M nane is Thatcher
| mboden. | live in south Mnneapolis, grew up in

Upt own, am presi dent of the Uptown Associ ation and
have -- and | work for a commercial real estate firm

| ocated in Uptown and sone other various activities. |
started going to neetings on the Sout hwest Transitway
many years ago, not in any official capacity on

t hose organi zations -- or on the PAC or the CAC, but |
was i nterested and wanted to see what was goi ng on and

try to understand the inpacts and opportunities.
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There's a coupl e things that have been said
over the course of the |ast nunber of nonths about
transit in Uptown that | wanted to just clarify and
maybe el aborate on. The Uptown area is a small city.
Uptown within one mle of Hennepin and Lake has over
30,000 residents. Wen you take the 3C areas, when you
tal k about Eat Street and Uptown and Lyn-Lake, we have
nore popul ation, nore people living, than St. Louis
Par k, than Hopkins, and than M nnetonka. So, | nean,
this is not just a small comunity. This is a regional
| ocati on. We have sone -- we have a very | arge
busi ness district. W have restaurants that people
cone from W have the | akes that people cone and
recreate at. W have bars, we have great nei ghborhoods
tolive in, so we have -- we have sone housing that's
avai | abl e--we' d encourage people to cone over--and we
have great shopping. These are all places that people
are com ng to.

And there's sone challenges with that. Like
all cities that have major destinations, we have
traffic problens. W have traffic problens that affect
bot h people who are driving, that are biking, that are
taking the bus. For instance, | just took the bus here
fromwhere the west Lake station area is down here, and

it took nme 35 mnutes; that's -- well, wth sonme
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wal king tinme. That was pretty crazy.

We have parking issues. Uptown has a very
substanti al probl em between the busi nesses and the
residents because of the great anount of people who are
comng to the Uptown area. And there's perception and,
to sone degree, a real issue of having inadequate
parking facilities.

So when we tal k about the Sout hwest Light
Rai|l project, we're tal king about an opportunity to
hel p us deal with sone of these |ocal issues because
we're a regional destination and an origin, and so the
fact that we're a regional place is creating sone of
t hese i ssues, and so the ability of Hennepin County to
help us wwth that would be greatly appreciated.

During the process we had sone issues with
the ridership forecasts. This is not a mnor issue.
During the alternatives analysis, there were a | ot of
red flags that were raised by nyself and sone others,
specifically about the -- the rider forecasting for
station boardings in the Uptown area, Uptown and
Lyn- Lake and the Eat Street stations. For exanple,
back then when the -- in the alternatives anal ysis,
they identified how nmany people would walk to the
stations. In Uptown, 250 people a day would wal k to

the Uptown station to get on. You go out to the

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning Inc. * 800-545-9668




Public Hearing, 10/20/2009 Page: 63

© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N DN D N MNMNDNN P P PP PR
o A W N P O ©O 00O N O O A W N +—, O

suburbs, and there would be way nore people walking to
the stations than Uptown. The only -- the stations on
the entire line that had fewer people walking to the
station was City Wst, Golden Triangle, Southwest Metro
Transit and Mtchell. But all the ones in St. Louis
Park, all the ones in Hopkins, and many of them out
further west actually had a | ot nore people walking to
them so that just raised sone fundanental questions
about the study.

Needl ess to say, we were told and prom sed
that they were going to continue to |ook into these
things during this next process, during the DEIS
process. Unfortunately, there are still red flags and
we still haven't gotten answers. Very briefly--and I'm
just trying to elaborate that there's sone issues--
there's a thousand people projected to board a day at
21st Street Station and Kenwood; in Uptown, 1100. It
rai ses sone questions. Also, in the alternatives
anal ysis, they had 1800 nore peopl e boardi ng between
Upt own and Fourth Street on the 3C alignnent, but if
you go back to today's thing -- or | should say, if you
| ook at the alternatives analysis versus the current
study, there were 1800 nore people boarding for that
sane segnent if you try to balance it. And so, again,

it's why did those things change? W don't know. And
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so I'mjust raising these because there's been comments
since then that the Uptown transit market is saturated.
That was sone of the justification, it seened, to --
that was used to suggest that the Uptown area's
ridership nunbers weren't very high, that our market
was saturated. That poses a very big problemfor us in
Upt own because if we want to have inprovenents in the
future -- and I'lIl really be quick here. |If we want to
have i nprovenents -- 'cause 3A is going to be selected,
| knowit, we all knowit. Wen you have the two equal
ri dershi ps and $600 mllion difference, it's a
no-brainer to pick 3A. However, we need to | ook at how
are we going to inprove transit for this very regional
destination. And it's not just an east/west
connection. W're tal king about north/south between
downt owmn and Uptown and Lyn-Lake and N coll et and Lake,
and so | urge you guys not to forget about the regional
significance of our communities and wll work with us
and the city of Mnneapolis and try to inprove our
transportation. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much. Thank you.

Next is Vicki Moore. Wl cone.
M5. MOORE: Thank you so nmuch for this

opportunity. | amVicki Mwore. | live in the Harrison
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nei ghbor hood, and | have been on the citizen advisory
conmmttee. | really want to thank the board for having
an open and objective process, and | very nuch want to
thank the staff. This has been an extraordinarily
educati onal experience for nme. | know nuch nore about
light rail than I thought | ever would know about |i ght
rail. And one of the things that the staff did that
was extrenely helpful to ne is that they nade the
i nformati on available. They got the information up
online really fast when it was there, they took the
time to explain what it neant to soneone |ike nyself,
who | know not hi ng about engineering, and it gave ne
the opportunity to share this information with ny
nei ghbors so that they could look at it in their hones,
in their comunities, in their groups, and have a
better understandi ng about what -- what this was about.
One |line cannot be all things to all people.
| nmean, the one thing that | really have cone to
understand is that there is a trenendous interest in

transit in this area, and | hope that this is a junping

off point for a regional network. O course, | do
support the Kenilworth alignnment. | ama Harrison
resident. |I'malso a -- you know, |I'malso a resident

of the city of Mnneapolis. And what's really

i nportant to ne is that we nake a start, that we have
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sonething that's viable, sonmething that will neet the
federal requirenents and that we don't say this is the
end here; that this is the beginning, that we're going
to get sone sort of |ike LRT, BRT, you know, I|ight
rail, buses, whatever, but we're going to have better
transit opportunities.

| wish that Art was still here, 'cause we've
had sone really spirited discussions over the |ast
year. M house is not in the inpound lot. | wll say
that 19 years ago there wasn't a Second Avenue Nort h;
It was a nud street. Soneone had left a pile of, like,
scrap netal. There was a front-end | oader, tow trucks
ran wild all over the place. So we cane from sone very
hunbl e beginnings in termof corralling the tow trucks,
getting Second Avenue North paved, you know,
gal vani zing our community and realizing that we have a
community and we have 250 acres of undevel oped | and.
" mvery nuch supportive of transit-oriented
devel opnent. | think we provide an excell ent
opportunity in that area, so | hope you support 3A for
a variety of reasons, and | hope that this kind of open
process continues, so that we wll have a really good
network in our area.

One evening when | was going off to the CAC

neeting, one of ny neighbors, and I would say the
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garage guys who live in ny alley, were gathered around
at ny neighbor's car; you know, they were putting her
car back together basically with staples and string and
duct tape because she needed to get up to get to work

I n the southwest part of our area the next norning.

|'"ve been in that position. You know, | w shed that
I'd had transit. | wished that | didn't have to
wal k -- you know, take three different buses to get ny

son to daycare, to get nyself to work. That was nany
decades ago. So | really applaud the efforts that
we're making in terns of having really good transit for
all of our citizens.
So thank you and thank you to the staff.
Again, I'mgoing to keep | earning about LRT.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.
Ri ck Dorsey. Rick Dorsey? Here he cones.
Got it. Take your tine.
M. Dorsey, welcone.
MR. DORSEY: Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners.
Thank you for having ne -- letting ne speak. |'mhere
tonight really to -- | appreciate all the efforts
that's done by everybody in getting to this point, but
what |'mreally here to do is to suggest another option

in that you don't have to | ook at the options you're
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| ooking at tonight, and that's sonething maybe has been
foregone. And the reason for wanting to do that is --
It stenms fromwanting to put together the best

| ong-term network and |l ooking at it froma visionary
standpoi nt, not just this one particular |ine.

' ve been | ooking at nore than -- | ooking at
the whole system what you want to be doing is creating
nmobility for the whole comunity, not just M nneapolis,
not just M nnetonka, wherever. You want to create
mobi ity for everything.

If you |l ook at what's worked in the past, we
have the best nodel that there is, and that's the
hi ghway system Wy are those big roads built the way
they are? They didn't start that small. But they're
built because of demand. They're built by grow h,
they' re built by congestion, reasons of congestion, and
because of that they've grown to where they are today.
And that's where -- the reason why they're there is
because they bring people to where they have to get to.
And that's where the problens are, that's where the
congestion is, and that's the first concern that was to
be | ooked at with the idea of light rail; the prinmary
I ssue was to deal with sone of the congestion issues.

And where the noney is going to cone fromto

pay for it is by the people out there being convinced
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that we're going to solve our congestion problem Yes,
there are a | ot of other issues there, but when you

| ook at -- | ook at what we have, this is sonething
that's going to be a long-term-- placed into -- or put
into place for a long termand can't be changed. W're
| ooking at billions of dollars between the systens that
are being proposed, the different lines. Five to

$6 billion is what we're looking at. That's a | ot of
noney. On an annual basis, we're | ooking at conbining
all the losses for all the different |ines of probably
sonewhere 80 to 100 mllion dollars annually. That's
a |ot of noney. That's based on just taking what we
know about the Hi awat ha and the projection for the --
for the Sout hwest Corridor.

' m proposi ng | ooking at sonething el se, and
that's to connect up to what we already have in place
and build off of it, perhaps taking that H awatha |i ne,
comng across to Eden Prairie fromthe east and goi ng
across, paralleling 494, be it on it or parallel toit,
t hen noving around to Ridgedal e area and conming in 394,
creating a loop. You're still focusing on the ngjor
corridors being the dowmmtown, you're tying into it, the
airport areas, you're tying into it, the areas around
the nmega mal |, Southdale, Eden Prairie mall, all areas

where people want to go and need to get to, not just
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during rush hours but during the weekends, at nights,
times when they'll be using those nodes of
transportation. There's lots of ways that this can be
funded in terns of public and private opportunities if
you connect those dots, because those are the
busi nesses that are out there and they want the people
comng to them So to create new corridors where we're
conpeting with the regional goal of trying to build
regional centers and -- and use -- utilize our
I nfrastructure to the maxi numand to the best of our
capacity woul d be best suited by trying to foll ow
what's already there and why it's there.

| guess ny tine is up, but I'd be nore than
happy to conme back in a work session and talk with you.
And | hope that you recogni ze that you do have an
option tonight as well, and that's to not vote for any
of the options and to | ook for nore tine to really | ook
at perhaps out of the box that we've been | ooking at at
this point in tine and | ook at the public and private
opportunities that are there that wll potentially save
that 80 to 100 mllion dollars a year annually that |
know we can't afford. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.

St eve Haggar or Hager (phonetic), |'m not
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sure which. Wl cone.
MR. HAGGAR How are you doi ng today?
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Ckay. How about

you?
MR. HAGGAR: |'m doing real good.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Ckay.
MR. HAGGAR Ckay. M nane is Steve
Haggar. | grewup in St. Louis Park, M nnesota. |

have a lot of friends who live in north M nneapolis.
There's aterml'd like to define for you today. That
termis racial justice. Racial justice is the
proactive reinforcenent of policies, practices,
attitudes and actions that produce equitable power,
opportunities, treatnent, inpacts and outcones for all.
Equi tabl e i npacts and outcones across race are the key
I ndi cators of racial justice.
When | ook at the 3A and 3C proposals, |
t hi nk about people and opportunities. | support the
Keni I worth 3A alignnment because | believe this route
would do a ot along the lines of racial justice.
Thank you.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.
Steve Faber. Welcone to the Rail Authority.
MR. FABER  Thank you, Comm ssioners.
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|"m Steve Faber. | own a business in Bassett Creek
Vall ey, and |I've been in the comercial real estate
busi ness for the last 30 years. | think there have
been a nunber of points that have been brought up in
favor of the Kenilworth alignnent, which I am | just
want to touch on two things. One, | want you to know
that the Bassett Valley Creek Master Plan is not a pipe
dream | nean, that will happen. Kenilworth alignnment
Is the catalyst for that. |It's probably the | east
devel oped land in the city of Mnneapolis wth the nost
potential, so you'll get -- you'll get a bang for your

buck there by putting the Kenilworth alignnent there.

There will be a significant devel opnent and density

that wll happen there and -- and so that's point one.
Two, |'ve been involved for the |ast five

years. |I'mon the ROC as it's affectionately known,

t he Redevel opnent Oversight Commttee, which is those
nei ghbor hoods Bryn Mahr and Harrison that are in that
area. This is a remarkabl e group of people that have
been dedicated for a lot of years longer than | have to
this -- to that nei ghborhood and this cause. | nean,
t here have been people that have been -- you know, that
are sitting here in this audience that have been for 10
or 12 years kind of a groundswell nei ghborhood group

comng and saying this is what we want in the
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nei ghborhood. Wat | can assure you is that they w ||
enbrace what you're doing there. They've cone to
realize that, you know, conpronmise is what's needed to
get fromAto Z They're wlling to do that, and you
won't have any problens with that nei ghborhood shoul d
you vote to pass the Kenilworth alignment. They wll
work with you for the betternment of everybody. They
have -- For whatever reason, policy over the years has
ki nd of abandoned the near north, and | think it's tine
that these folks have a wwn. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Thank you very

much.
Let nme go back to Janet Wivoda. Janet
Wei voda?
(No response)
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  |I's there any
ot her -- has anyone el se signed up to speak, or is

t here anyone el se who would |Ii ke to speak who has not
signed up? Anybody else? Second tinme here. Third
time, anybody el se who w shes to testify?
(No response)
COW SSI ONER MCLAUGHLIN:  All right. Are
there any comrents from board nenbers before we cl ose
the public hearing? W're going to have -- we have one

technicality here that we have to deal with, and that
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Is that the Resolution establishing this hearing said
It was going to be from4 to 7 p.m Conmm ssi oner
Dor f man has volunteered to remain until 7:00, along
wth staff, to make sure that we don't m ss anyone who

Is trying to cone at the tail end of this. W don't

want to violate the promse that we made. But -- and
anybody else is welcone to stay as well. But |
appreci ate Conm ssioner Dorfrman being willing to do

t hat .

But | want to thank everybody who
partici pated tonight. W' ve seen on television sone
public hearings over the last three or four nonths on
ot her topics that have not been particularly orderly,
and | thought this was.

MR. RANDY JOHNSON: They call it a
t ownhal I neeti ng.

COWMM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N:  This was very
orderly, very productive, | thought. And I think
peopl e were very respectful of one another and one
another's opinions, so for that | thank you as Chair of
t he Hennepin County Rail Authority, and | turn it back
to Comm ssi oner Dorf man.

COW SSI ONER DORFMAN: | woul d just say
for the earlier public hearing, the nost recent public

hearing that we had with Hopkins--and |I'm ki nd of
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| ooking at Kathie Doty--we also -- a nunber of people
who couldn't attend the public hearing sent in

coments, either email or others, and they becane part

of the formal record, and | think we will continue to
do that if we -- you know, if people want to
conmuni cate in sonme other way, we'll certainly add that

to the record. kay.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  And, again, the
schedul e for consideration of the |locally preferred
alternative by the Hennepin County Regional Railroad
Authority has this itemon the agenda at our next Rai
Aut hority neeting on Novenber the 3rd, which is a
Tuesday, at our regular tine after the County Board
nmeet i ng.

Is there any other information or coments
anyone would li ke to make?
(No response)

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Al'l right. Then
Il wll recess this public hearing and hand the chair
position over to Comm ssioner Dorfman to see if anyone
el se arrives between now and the appointed closing tine
at 7 p.m Thank you all very, very nuch.

COW SSI ONER DORFMAN:  Thank you.

(No ot her comments were received and the

hearing closed at 7 p.m)
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