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T h e  Do w n to w n  Ho p k i n s  Stat i o n  Ar e a  i s  e n v i s i o n e d  a s 
t h e  “Fa c e  o f  Ho p k i n s”  –  t h e  p r i m a ry  s tat i o n  l i n k i n g  t h e 
ex i st ing Main Street Distr ict with the proposed Downtown 
LRT Stat i o n .  Th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s tat i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g 
i s  to  e x t e n d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c i t y  g r i d  s o u t h wa r d  to wa r d s 
t h e  s tat i o n  i n  s u p p o rt  o f  a  m i x e d  u s e ,  p e d e s t r i a n  f r i e n d ly 
s tat i o n  a r e a .  a rt s ,  e n t e rta i n m e n t ,  r e ta i l ,  d i n i n g  a n d 
a dd  i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  u s e s  a r e  e n v i s i o n e d  f o r  t h e  a r e a  to 
s u p p o rt  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  i n  Do w n to w n  Ho p k i n s . s o u t h W e s t   t R a n s i t W a y   a n t i c i P a t e D   t i m e l i n e
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Preliminary Engineering

Feasibility Study
EIGHT TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES 
STUDIED ALONG SEVERAL 
ROUTES

Alternatives Analysis

THREE (3) LIGHT RAIL TRAN-
SIT ROUTES RECOMMENDED 
FOR FURTHER STUDY

FTA New Starts Application

A STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF LRT ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND TRANS-
PORTATION FACTORS

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS)

Final Design and Construction

OPERATIONAL

Station Area Planning

WE ARE HERE

PLANNING FOR STATION AREA DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A 1/2 MILE RADIUS OF EACH PROPOSED 
STATION

Final Impact Statement

W h e n  w i l l  L i g h t  R a i l  b e  h e r e ?
Th e  s o u t h w e s t  t r a n s i t way  i s  a n t i c i pat e d  to  b e  o p e r at i o n a l  i n  2015.   Th e 
a n t i c i pat e d  s c h e d u l e  f o r  p l a n n i n g ,  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  d e s i g n  a r e  o u t l i n e d 
b e l o w:

H o w  c a n  I  g e t  m o r e  i n f o ?
Stay  c o n n e c t e d  a n d  g e t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  u p d at e s  f r o m  t h e  So u t h w e s t 
Tr a n s i t way  We b s i t e :

www.southwesttransitway.org

S t a t i o n  Ar  e a  P l a n n i n g
Th e  He n n e p i n  Co u n t y  Ra i l  Au t h o r i t y  h a s  f u n d e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  s tat i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  pa rt n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ed e n  Pr a i r i e ,  M i n n e to n k a ,  Ho p k i n s ,  a n d 
St .  Lo u i s  Pa r k .

Stat i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  i s  i n t e n d e d  to  b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  pa s t  w o r k  o f  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y .   Th e 
p r i m a ry  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  to  l o o k  at  h o w LRT r i d e r s  w i l l  g e t  to/f r o m  t h e  t r a n s i t  s tat i o n s 
a n d  h o w d e v e l o p m e n t  patt  e r n s  w i l l  l i k e ly  c h a n g e  n e a r  e a c h  s tat i o n .   St r at e g i e s  a n d 
r e c o m m e n d at i o n s  f o r  e a c h  s tat i o n  h av e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  r e s u lt i n g  i n  l a n d -u s e  p l a n n i n g 
w i t h i n  a  h a l f -m i l e  r a d i u s  a r o u n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  12  s tat i o n s  i n  t h e  So u t h w e s t  Tr a n s i t 
Co r r i d o r .

W h a t  h a pp  e n s  n e x t ?
Pr i o r  to  LRT c o n s t r u c t i o n,  i t  i s  a n t i c i pat e d  t h at  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g 
t h e i r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n s  to  i n c o r p o r at e  s tat i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  r e c o m m e n d at i o n s .  
Th e  p r o c e s s  a n d  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  pa rt i c i pat i o n  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  e a c h  o f  t h e 
pa rt i c i pat i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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p r o p o s e D  Do w n To w n lrT sTaT i o n .

Th e i n T e n T i o n o F T h e s TaT i o n a r e a

p l a n n i n g i s To e x T e n D T h e e x i s T i n g c i T y

g r i D s o u T h wa r D To wa r D s T h e s TaT i o n

i n s u p p o rT o F a m i x e D u s e ,  p e D e s T r i a n

F r i e n D ly s TaT i o n a r e a .

arTs, enTerTa inmenT, reTa il, D in ing anD

a D D i T i o n a l h o u s i n g u s e s a r e e n v i s i o n e D

F o r T h e a r e a To s u p p o rT T h e e x i s T i n g

u s e s i n  Do w n To w n ho p k i n s .

8 T h a v e w i l l b e c o m e a n e n g a g i n g

p e D e s T r i a n e x p e r i e n c e a n D c o n n e c T T h e

s TaT i o n To ma i n sT r e e T .

stat ion

Excels ior Blvd

8
th

 A
ve

 S

Ma in St

H
ig

h
w

a
y 

16
9

½  m i l e

¼  m i l e

St .  Louis 
Park

Hopkins

v i e w o F  8T h av e l o o k i n g n o rT h

v i e w o F  8T h D i s T r i c T aT n i g h T

STATION AREA PLANNING

g a t e w a y  t o  h o p k i n s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
d e s t i n a t i o n

d  O  w  N T O  w  N    h  O P  k  I N S

dOwNTOwN hOPkINS cONcEPTuAL SITE dEvELOPmENT PLAN
N0’           400’          800’

Residential
Redevelopment

Mixed Use

Office / Civic / 
Insitutional

Commercial

Parks, Open Space

Park & Ride
Ramp

Lot

Industrial / Pkg. Ramp

Established Neighborhood 

Existing Mixed Use

Existing Office / 
Civic / Insitutional

Existing Commercial

Existing Industrial

Regional Trail
Proposed LRT Station

Heavy Rail
Proposed Light Rail

stat ion

Excels ior Blvd

8
th

 A
ve

 S

Main St

H
ig

h
w

ay
 1

69

½  m i l e

¼  m i l e

St .  Louis 
Park

Hopkins

A v i ta l,  c o n n e c t e d,  u r b a n d i s t r i c t  i s  e n v i s i o n e d at  t h e  c o r e 
o f  Do w n to w n  Ho p k i n s .   W i d e  s i d e wa l k s  a n d  a n  e n h a n c e d 
s t r e e t s c a p e  w i l l  s u p p o rt  s t r o n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e 
LRT s tat i o n  a n d  Ma i n  St r e e t .  Gr o u n d  f l o o r  s h o p p i n g , 
d i n i n g  a n d  e n t e rta i n m e n t  u s e s  w i l l  f l a n k  8t h  Av e n u e  w i t h 
o ff  i c e  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s  o n  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r s .  Th i s 
w i l l  s u p p o rt  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  “ l i v e -w o r k  a n d  p l ay”  w i t h i n 
wa l k i n g  d i s ta n c e  o f  t h e  LRT s tat i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l ly ,  t h e 
g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w o u l d  a l l o w t h e  m a g n i t u d e  a n d 
s c a l e  o f  n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :

Building Height Recommendations 
and Square Footage Summary (New Buildings Only)

Residential Development 1,351,600 sf
= 1126 Housing Units @ 1200 sf each (2 bedroom)

Commercial Development 48,200 sf

Mixed Use Development  1,544,425 sf
= 1080 Housing Units @ 1200 sf each (2 bedroom)

Civic/Institutional/Office	 511,200	sf
= 1460 Jobs

Park and Ride, Surface Lot 100 Cars

STATION AREA PLANNING
  PROJECT NO: 08018.001
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