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Hennepin

W h at   is   t h e  so  u t h west    
T ransitwa        y ?

How    d oes    it  
c onne    c t  to  
t h e  region      ?The southwest transitway is  a proposed L ight rail transit corridor that will run from 

downtown minneapolis  through the cities   of st.  Louis  Park,  Hopkins,  Minnetonka,  and 
Eden prairie. The southwest transitway will connect to 

the existing Hiawatha L ight Rail L ine and the 
planned Central Corridor L ight Rail line .   As 
additional bus rapid transit and other rail 
corridors are implemented,  the southwest 
corridor will connect to the greater region 
and beyond including:  communities  in  the nw 
metro area,  Big  Lake,  St.  Cloud,  Hastings, 
Hinckley,  Duluth, Winona,  and Chicago. 

W h at   is  
S tation       A rea   
P lanning       ?

W h at   h a v e  we   d one   ?

In anticipation of passenger stations being constructed 
along the Southwest Transitway,  the Hennepin County 
Regional Rail Authority (HCRRA)  is  funding a series  of 
station area planning activities   in  partnership with the 
cities   of Eden Prairie,  Minnetonka,  Hopkins,  and St.  Louis 
Park.   Planning will also occur around the Minneapolis 
stations after a route into the Downtown area has been 
selected.

Station area planning will build upon the past work of 
each community and will look at how LRT riders will get 
to the transit stations and how development patterns 
could  change  around each  station .   Strategies   and 
recommendations for the station areas will be developed 
resulting in land-use planning within a half-mile radius 
around each of the 12 stations.   Stakeholder and Public 
meetings are being held in each of the four communities 
in  2008-09 to obtain feedback and recommendations.

The station Area planning process began in the summer of 2008 with the 
collection and review of base data for each station including: 

•  Existing Land Use
• Current and forecasted Traffic
• Access and Circulation
• Market Analysis
•  Development opportunities
• Base Maps and plans
• Cit y comprehensive plans

The station area planning process has also included ongoing meetings 
between Hennepin County and Planning staff from each of the involved 
communities.   Many of the identif ied stakeholders have participated in two 
Visioning  Sessions  held in each Community.  

Conceptual S ite Development plans and proposed land use plans were 
developed based on existing data and input from county staff,  c ity staff, 
consultants,  and stakeholders.  

Public meetings are now being held in each community to obtain additional 
input.

Source: Metropolitan Council Draft 2030 Transportation Policy Plan
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PARK & RIDE SPACE DEMAND CONSENSUS
for initial Station Area Planning Purposes 

M A K I N G 
C O N N E C T I O N S

P L A C E - M A K I N G  W I T H I N 
T H E  S Y S T E M

IN ADDITION TO CONNECTING RIDERS TO THE GREATER 
REGION AND METRO AREA,  THE STATION AREAS WILL 
EMPHASIZE CONNECTING THE STATIONS TO: 

•  EXISTING REGIONAL TRAILS
• S IDEWALKS & PATHS
• OPEN SPACE
• PARK & RIDES

BY PROVIDING STRONG CONNECTIONS FOR MULTIPLE 
MODES OF TRANSIT, THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY WILL 
INCREASE R IDERSHIP,  ACCESS,  AND MOBIL ITY.
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Station Identifiers

JOBS

HEALTHCARE / JOBS

MIXED-USE RESIDENTIAL & OFFICE

MIXED USE,
PARK & RIDE, 
RESIDENTIAL

HOUSING / MIXED-USE

GATEWAY TO HOPKINS, 
   ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION

EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING

HOTEL / OFFICE / RESIDENTIAL

RETAIL DESTINATION, HOUSING

TRANSIT, 
PARK & RIDE

PARK 
& RIDE, OFFICE

OFFICE PARK, 
RESIDENTIAL

EACH STATION ALONG THE SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR HAS A UNIQUE CHARACTER AND FEEL.  
CONCEPTUAL S ITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND PROPOSED LAND USE CONCEPTS REINFORCE THE 
IDEA OF “PLACE-MAKING” BY EMPHASIZ ING INDIV IDUAL STATION IDENTITIES. 

H O W  W I L L  I 
G E T  T H E R E ?
RIDERS WILL HAVE SEVERAL OPTIONS TO GET TO AND 
FROM THE PROPOSED L IGHT RAIL STATIONS ALONG THE 
SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY.  EACH STATION WILL EMPHASIZE 
WALKABILITY BY CREATING SAFE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS.  
B ICYCLISTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO BRING THEIR B IKE ON 
THE TRAIN OR TO USE B IKE LOCKS AT STATIONS.  BUS 
ROUTES WILL BE MODIF IED TO COMPLEMENT L IGHT RAIL 
CONNECTIONS.   SOME STATIONS MAY ALSO HAVE ACCESS 
TO LOCAL SHUTTLES THAT GO BETWEEN THE STATION 
AND KEY S ITES NEAR THE STATION.

STATION AREA PLANS ALSO CALL FOR PARK & RIDE FACILITIES 
AT EACH STATION.  PARKING CAPACITY FOR EACH STATION 
VARIES ALONG THE ROUTE AND THE CONCEPTUAL S ITE 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS HAVE PLANNED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
NUMBER OF SPACES AT EACH STATION:  

W H E N  W I L L  L I G H T  R A I L 
B E  H E R E ?

THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY IS  ANTIC IPATED TO BE OPERATIONAL IN 2015.   THE SCHEDULE 
FOR PLANNING,  FUND-SEEKING,  AND DESIGN ARE OUTLINED BELOW:

H O W  C A N  I  G E T 
M O R E  I N F O ?
STAY CONNECTED AND GET ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY WEBSITE:

WWW.SOUTHWESTTRANSITWAY.ORG
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