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W H A T  I S  T H E  S O U T H W E S T 
T R A N S I T W A Y ?


H O W  D O E S  I T 
C O N N E C T  T O 
T H E  R E G I O N ?THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY IS  A PROPOSED L IGHT RAIL TRANSIT CORRIDOR THAT WILL RUN FROM 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS  THROUGH THE CIT IES  OF ST.  LOUIS  PARK,  HOPKINS,  MINNETONKA,  AND 
EDEN PRAIR IE. THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY WILL CONNECT TO 


THE EXISTING HIAWATHA L IGHT RAIL L INE AND THE 
PLANNED CENTRAL CORRIDOR L IGHT RAIL L INE.   AS 
ADDITIONAL BUS RAPID TRANSIT AND OTHER RAIL 
CORRIDORS ARE IMPLEMENTED,  THE SOUTHWEST 
CORRIDOR WILL CONNECT TO THE GREATER REGION 
AND BEYOND INCLUDING:  COMMUNITIES  IN THE NW 
METRO AREA,  B IG LAKE,  ST.  CLOUD, HASTINGS, 
HINCKLEY,  DULUTH, WINONA, AND CHICAGO. 


W H A T  I S 
S T A T I O N  A R E A 
P L A N N I N G ?


W H A T  H A V E  W E  D O N E ?


IN ANTICIPATION OF PASSENGER STATIONS BEING CONSTRUCTED 
ALONG THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY, THE HENNEPIN COUNTY 
REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY (HCRRA)  IS  FUNDING A SERIES OF 
STATION AREA PLANNING ACTIVIT IES  IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
CIT IES  OF EDEN PRAIR IE,  MINNETONKA,  HOPKINS,  AND ST.  LOUIS 
PARK.   PLANNING WILL ALSO OCCUR AROUND THE MINNEAPOLIS 
STATIONS AFTER A ROUTE INTO THE DOWNTOWN AREA HAS BEEN 
SELECTED.


STATION AREA PLANNING WILL BUILD UPON THE PAST WORK OF 
EACH COMMUNITY AND WILL LOOK AT HOW LRT RIDERS WILL GET 
TO THE TRANSIT STATIONS AND HOW DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 
COULD  CHANGE  AROUND  EACH  STAT ION.   STRATEG IES  AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE STATION AREAS WILL BE DEVELOPED 
RESULTING IN LAND-USE PLANNING WITHIN A HALF-MILE RADIUS 
AROUND EACH OF THE 12 STATIONS.   STAKEHOLDER AND PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ARE BEING HELD IN EACH OF THE FOUR COMMUNITIES 
IN 2008-09 TO OBTAIN FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


THE STATION AREA PLANNING PROCESS BEGAN IN THE SUMMER OF 2008 WITH THE 
COLLECTION AND REVIEW OF BASE DATA FOR EACH STATION INCLUDING: 


•  EXISTING LAND USE
• CURRENT AND FORECASTED TRAFFIC
• ACCESS AND CIRCULATION
• MARKET ANALYSIS
•  DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
• BASE MAPS AND PLANS
• C ITY COMPREHENSIVE PLANS


THE STATION AREA PLANNING PROCESS HAS ALSO INCLUDED ONGOING MEETINGS 
BETWEEN HENNEPIN COUNTY AND PLANNING STAFF FROM EACH OF THE INVOLVED 
COMMUNITIES.   MANY OF THE IDENTIF IED STAKEHOLDERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TWO 
VIS IONING SESS IONS HELD IN EACH COMMUNITY.  


CONCEPTUAL S ITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND PROPOSED LAND USE PLANS WERE 
DEVELOPED BASED ON EXISTING DATA AND INPUT FROM COUNTY STAFF,  C ITY STAFF, 
CONSULTANTS,  AND STAKEHOLDERS.  


PUBLIC MEETINGS ARE NOW BEING HELD IN EACH COMMUNITY TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL 
INPUT.


Source: Metropolitan Council Draft 2030 Transportation Policy Plan
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Preliminary Engineering


Feasibility Study
EIGHT TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES 
STUDIED ALONG SEVERAL 
ROUTES


Alternatives Analysis


THREE (3) LIGHT RAIL TRAN-
SIT ROUTES RECOMMENDED 
FOR FURTHER STUDY


FTA New Starts Application


A STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF LRT ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND TRANS-
PORTATION FACTORS


Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS)


Final Design and Construction


OPERATIONAL


Station Area Planning


WE ARE HERE


PLANNING FOR STATION AREA DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A 1/2 MILE RADIUS OF EACH PROPOSED 
STATION


M A K I N G 
C O N N E C T I O N S


P L A C E - M A K I N G  W I T H I N 
T H E  S Y S T E M


IN ADDITION TO CONNECTING RIDERS TO THE GREATER 
REGION AND METRO AREA,  THE STATION AREAS WILL 
EMPHASIZE CONNECTING THE STATIONS TO: 


•  EXISTING REGIONAL TRAILS
• S IDEWALKS & PATHS
• OPEN SPACE
• PARK & RIDES


BY PROVIDING STRONG CONNECTIONS FOR MULTIPLE 
MODES OF TRANSIT, THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY WILL 
INCREASE R IDERSHIP,  ACCESS,  AND MOBIL ITY.
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Station Identifiers


JOBS


HEALTHCARE / JOBS


MIXED-USE RESIDENTIAL & OFFICE


MIXED USE,
PARK & RIDE, 
RESIDENTIAL


HOUSING / MIXED-USE


GATEWAY TO HOPKINS, 
   ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION


EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING


HOTEL / OFFICE / RESIDENTIAL


RETAIL DESTINATION, HOUSING


TRANSIT, 
PARK & RIDE


PARK 
& RIDE, OFFICE


OFFICE PARK, 
RESIDENTIAL


EACH STATION ALONG THE SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR HAS A UNIQUE CHARACTER AND FEEL.  
CONCEPTUAL S ITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND PROPOSED LAND USE CONCEPTS REINFORCE THE 
IDEA OF “PLACE-MAKING” BY EMPHASIZ ING INDIV IDUAL STATION IDENTITIES. 


H O W  W I L L  I 
G E T  T H E R E ?
RIDERS WILL HAVE SEVERAL OPTIONS TO GET TO AND 
FROM THE PROPOSED L IGHT RAIL STATIONS ALONG THE 
SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY.  EACH STATION WILL EMPHASIZE 
WALKABILITY BY CREATING SAFE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS.  
B ICYCLISTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO BRING THEIR B IKE ON 
THE TRAIN OR TO USE B IKE LOCKS AT STATIONS.  BUS 
ROUTES WILL BE MODIF IED TO COMPLEMENT L IGHT RAIL 
CONNECTIONS.   SOME STATIONS MAY ALSO HAVE ACCESS 
TO LOCAL SHUTTLES THAT GO BETWEEN THE STATION 
AND KEY S ITES NEAR THE STATION.


STATION AREA PLANS ALSO CALL FOR PARK & RIDE FACILITIES 
AT EACH STATION.  PARKING CAPACITY FOR EACH STATION 
VARIES ALONG THE ROUTE AND THE CONCEPTUAL S ITE 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS HAVE PLANNED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
NUMBER OF SPACES AT EACH STATION:  


W H E N  W I L L  L I G H T  R A I L 
B E  H E R E ?


THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY IS  ANTIC IPATED TO BE OPERATIONAL IN 2015.   THE SCHEDULE 
FOR PLANNING,  FUND-SEEKING,  AND DESIGN ARE OUTLINED BELOW:


H O W  C A N  I  G E T 
M O R E  I N F O ?
STAY CONNECTED AND GET ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY WEBSITE:


WWW.SOUTHWESTTRANSITWAY.ORG
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S o u t h w est    transit       w a y 
P ropose      d  stations      
eACH STATION ALONG THE SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR HAS  A UNIQUE CHARACTER AND FEEL.  
cONCEPTUAL S ITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND PROPOSED LAND USE CONCEPTS REINFORCE THE 
IDEA OF “PLACE-MAKING” BY EMPHASIZ ING INDIVIDUAL STATION IDENTITIES. 


Hopkins       
stations      
There are three proposed lig ht rail stations in 
Hopkins.  


The Blake Road station is  site d on Blake Road just 
north of Excelsior Boulevard.  


The Downtown Hopkins Station is  site d just south 
of excelsior boulevard at 8th Avenue.


The Shady OAk Station is sited south of 17th Avenue 
and Excelsior Boulevard.


All three stations are located on the Hennepin 
county regional rail authority’s  (HCRRA)  R ight-
of-way.
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Preliminary conceptual site  development plan


Proposed Land Use plan
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Bird’s  Eye view of Existing development at blake 
road


Bird’s  Eye v iew of proposed redevelopment at 
blake road highlighted in yellow


The Blake Road station is  envisione d as a center for jobs 
and housing.  The land use builds on the existing uses while 
adding the opportunity to increase housing and jobs near 
the proposed station.  Enhanced connections to Minnehaha 
Creek and existing parks and trails are proposed to increase 
access and recreation options.  Mixed use development with 
ground floor retail and upper floor housing and office 
space is  envisione d near the station and along Blake Road 
close to the station.   
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Bird’s Eye view of Existing development in downtown 
hopkins


Bird’s  Eye v iew of proposed redevelopment at 
the downtown hopkins  station h ighlig hted in 
yellow


The Downtown Hopkins Station Area is  envisioned as the “Face 
of Hopkins” –  the primary station lin king the existing Main 
Street District with the proposed Downtown LRT Station. 
The intention of the station area planning is  to extend 
the existing city grid southward towards the station in 
support of a mixed use,  pedestrian friendly station area. 
arts,  entertainment,  retail,  d ining and additional housing 
uses are envisione d for the area to support the existing 
uses in Downtown Hopkins. 
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Bird’s  Eye view of Existing development at Shady 
Oak


Bird’s  Eye v iew of proposed redevelopment at 
Shady Oak highlighted in yellow


Transformation is  the key idea behind the planning for the 
Shady Oak Road Station Area.  The plan seeks to support the 
introduction of a variety of uses within the study area. 
Tree line d boulevards lin king Excelsior Boulevard to the 
station will connect housing,  retail and service related 
jobs.  A large Park-and-Ride facilit y is  envisione d near the 
station and new office uses are suggested south of the 
station as a buffer to the remaining lig ht industrial uses. 
A strong residential community that is  connected to trails 
and other amenities  is  suggested within walking distance 
to the station.   
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