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Preliminary Engineering

Feasibility Study
EIGHT TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES 
STUDIED ALONG SEVERAL 
ROUTES

Alternatives Analysis

THREE (3) LIGHT RAIL TRAN-
SIT ROUTES RECOMMENDED 
FOR FURTHER STUDY

FTA New Starts Application

A STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF LRT ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND TRANS-
PORTATION FACTORS

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS)

Final Design and Construction

OPERATIONAL

Station Area Planning

WE ARE HERE

PLANNING FOR STATION AREA DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A 1/2 MILE RADIUS OF EACH PROPOSED 
STATION

Final Impact Statement

W H E N  W I L L  L I G H T  R A I L  B E  H E R E ?
TH E  S O U T H W E S T  T R A N S I T WAY  I S  A N T I C I PAT E D  TO  B E  O P E R AT I O N A L  I N  2015.   TH E 
A N T I C I PAT E D  S C H E D U L E  F O R  P L A N N I N G ,  F U N D I N G ,  A N D  D E S I G N  A R E  O U T L I N E D 
B E L O W:

H O W  C A N  I  G E T  M O R E  I N F O ?
STAY  C O N N E C T E D  A N D  G E T  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  U P D AT E S  F R O M  T H E  SO U T H W E S T 
TR A N S I T WAY  WE B S I T E :

WWW.SOUTHWESTTRANSITWAY.ORG

S T A T I O N  A R E A  P L A N N I N G
TH E  HE N N E P I N  CO U N T Y  RA I L  AU T H O R I T Y  H A S  F U N D E D  A  S E R I E S  O F  S TAT I O N  A R E A  P L A N N I N G 
A C T I V I T I E S  I N  PA RT N E R S H I P  W I T H  T H E  C I T Y  O F  ED E N  PR A I R I E ,  M I N N E TO N K A ,  HO P K I N S ,  A N D 
ST .  LO U I S  PA R K .

STAT I O N  A R E A  P L A N N I N G  I S  I N T E N D E D  TO  B U I L D  U P O N  T H E  PA S T  W O R K  O F  E A C H  C O M M U N I T Y .   TH E 
P R I M A RY  O B J E C T I V E S  A R E  TO  L O O K  AT  H O W LRT R I D E R S  W I L L  G E T  TO/F R O M  T H E  T R A N S I T  S TAT I O N S 
A N D  H O W D E V E L O P M E N T  PAT T E R N S  W I L L  L I K E LY  C H A N G E  N E A R  E A C H  S TAT I O N .   ST R AT E G I E S  A N D 
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S  F O R  E A C H  S TAT I O N  H AV E  B E E N  D E V E L O P E D  R E S U LT I N G  I N  L A N D -U S E  P L A N N I N G 
W I T H I N  A  H A L F -M I L E  R A D I U S  A R O U N D  E A C H  O F  T H E  12  S TAT I O N S  I N  T H E  SO U T H W E S T  TR A N S I T 
CO R R I D O R .

W H A T  H A P P E N S  N E X T ?
PR I O R  TO  LRT C O N S T R U C T I O N,  I T  I S  A N T I C I PAT E D  T H AT  E A C H  C O M M U N I T Y  W I L L  C O N S I D E R  A M E N D I N G 
T H E I R  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N S  TO  I N C O R P O R AT E  S TAT I O N  A R E A  P L A N N I N G  R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S .  
TH E  P R O C E S S  A N D  L E V E L  O F  P U B L I C  PA RT I C I PAT I O N  W I L L  B E  D E T E R M I N E D  B Y  E A C H  O F  T H E 
PA RT I C I PAT I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S .

AS T H E “E N D O F T H E L I N E” O F T H I S  P H A S E  O F  T H E SO U T H W E S T 
TR A N S I T WAY  LRT L I N E ,  T H E  M I T C H E L L  RO A D  STAT I O N  AR E A 
W I L L  A C T  A S  A  M A J O R  PA R K-A N D-R I D E  L O C AT I O N.  ST R U C T U R E D 
PA R K I N G  W I L L  S U P P O RT  R I D E R  D E M A N D A N D  W I L L  A L S O  P R O V I D E 
PA R K I N G  F O R  N E W A N D  E X I S T I N G  O F F I C E  U S E S .  TH E R E  I S  A N 
OPPORTUN ITY TO DEVELOP OR EXPAND ONE TO THREE CORPORATE 
C A M P U S E S  O R  M U LT I - T E N A N T  O F F I C E  FA C I L I T I E S .   L I M I T E D 
R E S I D E N T I A L  A N D  R E TA I L  U S E S  W I L L  A L S O  B E  I N T R O D U C E D. 
TH E  S I T E  H A S  S I G N I F I C A N T  TO P O G R A P H Y  A N D  I T  I S  E N V I S I O N E D 
T H AT  N E W B U I L D I N G S  A N D  R O A D WAY S  W I L L  H AV E  TO  N E G O T I AT E 
T H E S E  G R A D E  C H A N G E S  B Y  “S T E P P I N G  D O W N  T H E  H I L L” 
F R O M  T H E  A C C E S S  R O A D S  TO  T H E  S O U T H  TO WA R D S  T H E  LRT 
S TAT I O N  A L O N G  H I G H WAY  5/212.  EF F O RT S  S H O U L D  B E  M A D E 
TO  C O N N E C T  T H E  ED E N  PR A I R I E  M U N I C I PA L  C A M P U S  I N  T H E 
S O U T H E R N  P O RT I O N  O F  T H E  S TAT I O N  A R E A  TO  T H E  S TAT I O N 
P R O P E R  TO  T H E  N O RT H.



STATION AREA PLANNING

O F F I C E  A N D  P A R K  &  R I D E

TRAIL PLAN N0’           800’        1600’

I L L U S T R AT I O N L O O K I N G E A S T AT  M I T C H E L L STAT I O N .

AS T H E  “E N D O F T H E L I N E”  O F T H I S P H A S E O F T H E SO U T H W E S T

TR A N S I T WAY LRT L I N E ,  T H E  M I T C H E L L RO A D STAT I O N AR E A

W I L L A C T A S A M A J O R PA R K - A N D - R I D E L O C AT I O N .

ST R U C T U R E D PA R K I N G W I L L S U P P O RT R I D E R D E M A N D A N D W I L L

A L S O P R O V I D E PA R K I N G F O R N E W A N D E X I S T I N G O F F I C E U S E S .

TH E R E I S A N O P P O RT U N I T Y TO D E V E L O P O R E X PA N D O N E TO T H R E E

C O R P O R AT E C A M P U S E S O R M U LT I - T E N A N T O F F I C E FA C I L I T I E S .  

L IM ITED RES IDENT IAL AND RETA I L USES W I LL ALSO BE INTRODUCED.
TH E S I T E H A S S I G N I F I C A N T TO P O G R A P H Y A N D I T I S E N V I S I O N E D

T H AT N E W B U I L D I N G S A N D R O A D WAY S W I L L H AV E TO N E G O T I AT E

T H E S E G R A D E C H A N G E S B Y  “ S T E P P I N G D O W N T H E H I L L”  F R O M

T H E A C C E S S R O A D S TO T H E S O U T H TO WA R D S T H E LRT S TAT I O N

A L O N G H I G H WAY  5/212. 

EF F O RT S S H O U L D B E M A D E TO C O N N E C T T H E ED E N PR A I R I E

M U N I C I PA L C A M P U S I N T H E S O U T H E R N P O RT I O N O F T H E S TAT I O N

A R E A TO T H E S TAT I O N P R O P E R TO T H E N O RT H.

M  I T  C  H  E L L    S  T  A  T  I  O  N
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Highway 5 / 212

Station

STATION AREA PLANNING

O F F I C E  A N D  P A R K  &  R I D E

MITCHELL CONCEPTUAL SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN
N0’           400’          800’

M  I T  C  H  E L L    S  T  A  T  I  O  N
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Building Height Recommendations 
and Square Footage Summary (New Buildings Only)

Residential Development 237,600 sf
= 198 Housing Units @ 1200 sf each (2 bedroom)

Commercial Development 108,000 sf

Civic/Institutional/Office 494,400 sf
 = 1412 Jobs

Park and Ride, Ramp 800 Cars

TH E  TO P O G R A P H Y  O F  T H E  M I T C H E L L  STAT I O N  I S  Q U I T E  D R A M AT I C . 
TH E  C U R R E N T  S TAT I O N  L O C AT I O N  H U G S  T H E  B A S E  O F  L A R G E 
H I L L S I D E  L O C AT E D  S O U T H  O F  T H E  LRT S TAT I O N .  A N E W  R O A D WAY 
W I L L  C O N N E C T  D O W N  T H E  H I L L  TO  T H E  STAT I O N  A N D  TR A N S I T 
P L A Z A  A N D  W I L L  FA C I L I TAT E  B U S  A N D  C A R  D R O P -O F F  A C T I V I T I E S . 
LA R G E  PA R K I N G S T R U C T U R E S,  A S  W E L L  A S  O F F I C E  A N D R E S I D E N T I A L 
D E V E L O P M E N T ,  W I L L  “ S T E P  D O W N  T H E  H I L L”  A N D  A C T  A S  A 
L A R G E  R E TA I N I N G  WA L L  W H I L E  C O N N E C T I N G  U S E S  AT  T H E  H I G H 
A N D  L O W P O I N T S  O F  T H E  S I T E .  A N E W  S E R I E S  O F  S T R E E T S  W I L L 
C O N N E C T  T H E  S TAT I O N  TO  T H E  ED E N  PR A I R I E  MU N I C I PA L  C A M P U S 
TO  T H E  S O U T H  A S  W E L L  A S  TO  S U R R O U N D I N G  R O A D WAY S .  A S M A L L 
A M O U N T  O F  R E TA I L  S PA C E  W I L L  S E RV E  T H E  N E E D S  O F  T R A N S I T 
U S E R S ,  R E S I D E N T S  A N D  O F F I C E  W O R K E R S  W I T H I N  T H E  S T U D Y 
A R E A .  GU I D A N C E  O F  T H I S  S T U D Y  W O U L D  A L L O W T H E  M A G N I T U D E 
A N D  S C A L E  O F  N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  A S  F O L L O W S :


