STATION AREA PLANNING

THe HeENNEPIN CoOUNTY RAIL AUTHORITY HAS FUNDED A SERIES OF STATION AREA PLANNING
ACTIVITIES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF EDEN PRAIRIE, MINNETONKA, HOPKINS, AND
ST. Louis PARk.

STATION AREA PLANNING IS INTENDED TO BUILD UPON THE PAST WORK OF EACH COMMUNITY. THE
PRIMARY OBJECTIVES ARE TO LOOK AT HOW LRT RIDERS WILL GET TO/FROM THE TRANSIT STATIONS
AND HOW DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS WILL LIKELY CHANGE NEAR EACH STATION. STRATEGIES AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EACH STATION HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED RESULTING IN LAND-USE PLANNING
WITHIN A HALF-MILE RADIUS AROUND EACH OF THE 12 STATIONS IN THE SOUTHWEST TRANSIT
CORRIDOR.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Prior TO LRT CONSTRUCTION, IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT EACH COMMUNITY WILL CONSIDER AMENDING
THEIR COMPREHENSIVE PLANS TO INCORPORATE STATION AREA PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS.
THE PROCESS AND LEVEL OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WILL BE DETERMINED BY EACH OF THE
PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES.

WHEN WILL LIGHT RAIL BE HERE?

THE SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY IS ANTICIPATED TO BE OPERATIONAL IN 2015. THE
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE FOR PLANNING, FUNDING, AND DESIGN ARE OUTLINED
BELOW:

2002 2005 | 2006

2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011

2004

EIGHT TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES WE ARE HERE
STUDIED ALONG SEVERAL
ROUTES THREE (3) LIGHT RAIL TRAN-
SIT ROUTES RECOMMENDED

b Station Area Planning
FOR FURTHER STUDY r T

PLANNING FOR STATION AREA DEVELOPMENT
WITHIN A 1/2 MILE RADIUS OF EACH PROPOSED
STATION

1
Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS)
ASTUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF LRT ON

ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND TRANS-
PORTATION FACTORS

FTA New Starts Application

Final Design and Construction @
OPERATIONAL

HOW CAN | GET MORE INFO?

STAY CONNECTED AND GET ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES FROM THE SOUTHWEST
TRANSITWAY WEBSITE:

WWW.SOUTHWESTTRANSITWAY.ORG
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THE SOUTHWEST STATION WILL FUNCTION PRIMARILY AS A
PARK-AND-RIDE STATION SIMILAR TO THE WAY IT CURRENTL_Y:Ff
FUNCTIONS. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE EXISTING PARKING |
CAPACITY WILL BE NEARLY DOUBLED TO ACCOMMODATE LOCAL
AND REGIONAL USERS OF LRT. As NEW STRUCTURED PARKING |
IS DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTED, IT IS DESIRABLE TO INTRODUCE
RETAIL AND SERVICES INTO THE PARKING STRUCTURE ON THE (
LOWER LEVELS. THIS IS INTENDED TO INCREASE THE QUANTITY
OF THESE USES ON SITE WHILE PROVIDING A MORE PLEASANT
VISUAL ENVIRONMENT FOR PEDESTRIANS AND DRIVERS. FEwW
ADDITIONAL CHANGES ARE ANTICIPATED DUE TO LIMITATIONS
IMPOSED BY THE SURROUNDING HIGHWAY LOCATIONS, ROADWAYS
AND WETLANDS.
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IN ADDITION TO THE EXISTING PARKING RAMP, THE GUIDANCE
OF THIS STUDY RECOMMENDS ADDING STRUCTURED PARKING FOR
AN ADDITIONAL 900 cARS. THIS WILL NEARLY DOUBLE THE
CURRENT PARKING CAPACITY OF THE STATION AREA. GROUND
FLOOR RETAIL AND SERVICES USES ARE ENCOURAGED WITHIN THE
NEW STRUCTURED PARKING FACILITY. THIS WILL PROMOTE AND
SUPPORT THE NEEDS OF TRANSIT USERS, AS WELL AS PATRONS
OF EXISTING RETAIL AND RESTAURANT USES.

Proposed LRT Station
Proposed Light Rail
Heavy Rail

s Existing City Trail

s Proposed Connection

VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST STATION LOOKING SOUTH TOWARDS TRAIL PLAN o 800’ 1600’ N
THE WETLANDS. | EB

ILLUSTRATION OF SOUTHWEST STATION TRANSIT PLAZA.
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